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Test the usefulness of any paper not only: by its 

sighed articles and editorials, but by its advertising. 

if it ministers to your needs, you come to count upon 

its presence and use. It is a valued part of the 

paper, having its own place in the relation of adver- 
tiser, publisher, and reader. 











Lesson Calendar 


Golden Text for the Quarter: For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
on him should not perisn, but have eternal life. —John 3: 16. 

8. November 23.—Joshua, the New Leader Josh. x: 
9. November 30.—Crossing the ; 

p lope that J 
10. December 7.—The Fall of Jericho 


evi OE rue = Ws 1-9 
+3: 1-17; Psa. ing 
) 5:10 to 6: 27 


11, December 14.—The Sin of Achan .-... . ... . Josh. 7 
12. December 21.—The Division of the Land... 2... : “Josh. 14 
Or, Christmas Lesson—The Word Made Flesh. . . John 1 : 1-18 
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December 28.--Review—A Day of Decision. 
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In His Strength 


By Julia H. Thayer 


13. 


WILL go in His strength—I have none of my own— 
| On his arm everlasting I’m leaning alone. 
There is danger and darkness away from his side; 
He is sun, ‘he is shield, he is safety and guide. 


When I thirst in the heat of the wilderness land, 
Horeb’s rock he will smite with his almighty hand ; 
W en I hunger and faint in the wearisome way, 
He will rain tread from heaven my sryirit te stay. 


In the midst of‘ the fire, of the cloud aad the night, 
He will speak, and-my fears at\ his word will take 
flight; 
And when from the waters of Marah I shrink, 
He will sweeten their bitter before I must drink. 


If long seems the journey and far seems the quest, 
’Neath the palm-trees of Elim I'll lie down to rest,— 
Dark or light ’tis the same, :for he goes on before, 
The One who is refuge and strength evermore. 


On wings of the eagle he’il bear me above 
All the earth-mist and gloom to the home of his !ove. 
From the heaven of heavens he’ll hearken to me, 
And at last in the morning his glory I’il see. 








“What Else ?” 


Those who have received most from God have 
the greatest reason to expect more. For they know, 
better than others, how much he can do for them; 
and God's doing anything for us is always an earnest 
of his doing more. As shoppers, we have all of us 
had the experience, after completing a purchase, of 
being asked quietly by the watchful salesman, ‘* What 
else?’’ Such a salesman never takes it for granted 
that -his customer has come to an end of his purchas- 
ing. In our dealings with God we are not purchasers 
but receivers ; yet God, whose best blessings are al- 


ways his most undeserved gifts, never wants us to come 
to an end of our receiving. After we have received 
apparently everything that we could in the way of spir- 
itual blessings, --good measure, -pressed down, running 
over,—we hear: our Heavenly Father asking us, 
‘*What else?’’ And there always zs something else, 
something better to come, if we will but continue to 


receive. 
When Knowing is Better than “ Trusting” 


When our ‘trust: means uncértainty, it ceases to 
be trust. Is not this sort of mistaken trust the cause 
of much joyless Christianity? A man who evidently 
likes ‘ringing conviction speaks a word of caustic re- 
proof of the joyless, uncertain Christian in a letter to 
a correspondent: ‘*Ask these same-people whether 
they are Republicans or’ Democrats and they will 
answer very promptly; but’if you ask them whether 
they are Christians you have to wait until they get 
their faces pulled into the proper degree of sadness 
before you get the answer that they trust they are. 
Why aman knows he is a Republican and trusts he 
is a‘Christian is a mystery to me.’’ -When our trust 
is directed toward the Lord Jesus Christ it ought to 
be knowledge : unshakeable, radiant, irrepressible, 
contagious knowledge. ‘*I kvow him whom I have 
believed,’’ triumphantly declared Paul. We do not 
really trust God until we know that God is trust- 


worthy, 
ax 
How to Be Gentle 


Only one who is as strong as God could be as 
gentle as God.- If we would learn to be more gentle 
in our treatment of others, we must become stronger. 
Said a minister in.a_recent sermon, as he described 
the kind of surgeon we want to have to take charge of 


< 


us in the hospital : ‘‘ You want one who has a strong 
arm and iron nerve. It’s’ because he asa strong arm 
and iron nerve that: he can touch your wounds with 
the gentleness of thistledown.'’ No weakling can be 
gentle in that way. Nothing less than the omnipo- 
tence of Christ, as he constitutes himself our life, can 
give us the tenderness and the gentleness of Christ in 
our dealings with others. But such gentleness we 
may always have, as we draw moment by moment 
upon his life. It was a man of war in the Old Testa- 
ment who cried out with. gratitude to God, :«* Thy 
gentleness hath made me great.’’ God would share 
his greatness with us by giving us his own strength 
through Christ so mightily that even our names shall 
stand for the gentleness of God. 
a” 

Our “Inferiors” 

It is a: sure mark of our own inferiority when we 
are not willing to see points of superiority in others, 
To take this attitude toward another person is to block 
the way to receiving what we probably need from that 
person. Dan Crawford, who is back in the civiliza- 
tion of England and America after spending an un- 
broken twenty-two years among the black men of 
Central Africa is surprising some of his Anglo-Saxon 
audiences with his evidences of superior powers in that 
race. He contrasts the methods of ‘* thinking black"’ 
with those of «thinking white.’’ For example, he 
says that the Anglo-Saxon in utter commonplaceness 
makes the remark that ‘‘ Heaven is beyond the stars."’ 
Say this tothe black man, and he gives it back to you : 
‘‘The stars are the lights He has left burning on the 
dark road to the great city.’’ Only the missionary 
who goes to the men of an ‘‘inferior’’ race in readi- 
ness to see their superiority is privileged to see it. 
Are we defrauding ourselves of unsuspected blessings 
from our superiors all about us? 


“ 


Thanking God for Causes 


i a recent number, of. the Atlantic Monthly there 
appeared a story of:a mother who had tried from 
his very childhood to direct and shape wisely the 
career of her son. One after another, without her 
forcing them too much, events had come out as she 
had planned. On the occasion when the grown son 
announced to her a decision which had been the 
very desire of her heart, the story went on to say, the 
mother broke into no transports of delight at the 
moment, for ‘‘she was’a devout woman, but she de- 
lieved in thanking God for causes, not for effects. 
So, while her son lay sleepless, she knelt and thanked 
the Lord that he had given her the brain and judg- 
ment to direct her son’s life as she had directed it."’ 
The - phrase, ‘‘thanking God for. causes, ‘not for 
effects,’’ is an arresting oné. The woman was grate- 
ful not only for the one instance in which her desire 
had been fulfilled, she was not all absorbed in the 
obvious and almost tangible result of her efforts, but 
was almost as grateful for the efforts themselves. 
From the fruit which is so likely to engage all our 
thought her mind went: back to: the. lang, slow proc; 
esses which made it possible, and to the roots with 
their obscure and patient but certain vitality. 

Most of us thank God for consequences which 
please us. We fasten upon something which has 
come out as we wish, but we do not enough dwell 
with reverence and gratitude upon the causes which 
are always operative, and which are as rich and satis- 
fying as anything they produce. From any gift we 
need to let the heart leap back to the giver. On one 
occasion in the life of Christ even the populace sprang 
fora moment from the visible achievement to the 
invisible source of it all, when ‘they glorified God 
who had given such power to men.'’ - They did not 





always remain. at this high mark; they only had 
moments of insight when they looked beyond the 
visible and saw that the unseen was greater than the 
seen, and that the seen was only a little part of the 
whole. 

This casual phrase of a story-writer is a pin-hole, 
as Dr. Jowett calls it, through which we may see a 
whole panorama of human action. We would all be 
stronger and happier if we, too, could get used to 
thanking God for causes which are always operative, 
always at work, more than for just the consequences 
which now and again refresh and aid us. God is 
always aiding us. God is love, and his whole system 
is itself an aid, But many of us have days when 
something comes out just as we wish, and then we 
seem to be convinced of God's goodness, A result 
such as we have set our heart upon makes us ready 
to believe, then the result takes its place in life, loses 
its newness, we are confronted with other necessities, 
and once again it is an open question with us whether 
God is good. We dwell on consequences and do not 
thank: God: for causes. We look simply. at gifts, and 
do not rejoice in the Giver who is better than all his 
gifts. The gréat soul surveys all that God has done 
and then ee ‘*these are .but the outskirts of his 
ways.” 

Paul was of the calibre to rejoice in God himself 
more than and above all that he had seen of God's 
action. ‘‘For this cause I bow my knees unto the 
Father,’ or ‘‘for this cause I Paul,'* he says. .Re- 
joicing in finding out what God was in Christ, he 
could afford to wait all the further manifestations and 
consequences. Things moved. slowly, converts were 
few, and successes were pitiful compared with our 
boastful measuré of success, but he could “afford to 
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wait, because he knew what the future would be, and 
what kind the results.would*be, by simply knowing 
what God was and what his hee was, In the mean- 
time he was happy. He believed in thanking God 
for causes, not only for effects. He was glad of the 
inexhaustible quarry, and not simply the last stone 
cut out of it ; he was glad of the ground and not only 
his own little crop, and he rejoiced in the springs and 
did not condition all by the quickness with which he 
got his cupful. There is no miracle like the mind of 
the true Christian, who comes to be so impressed with 
the unsearchable riches of Christ that he does not 
gauge his Lord precisely every moment by whether 
his immediate wish is met or his momentary affliction 
soothed, 

In a poem of quiet and solemn beauty, Matthew 
Arnold tells how he met in the midst of all the squalor 
and misery of Bethnal Green a worn worker, and the 
words that passed between them : 

‘*I met a preacher there I knew, and said: 

‘Ill and o’erwork’d, how fare you in this scene?’ ” 

‘* Bravely !’ said he; ‘for I of late have been 

Much cheered with thoughts of Christ, the /iving bread.”” 
Not judging everything by the moment's success or 
failure or the tragic slowness of these consequences 
which the heart so longs for, he took refuge in what 
Christ was, ance felt sure that whoever worked in view 
of that could never be sorry for his trust and his effort. 
The result might come now or it might be long de- 
ferred. The certainty was in the nature of what he 
dealt with, He thanked God for causes, 

A strong word needs to be spoken to-day against a 
mean utilitarianism which has crept into our hearts 
and made us estimate, or, rather, utterly fail to esti- 
mate, the greatness of our salvation and the goodness 
of God by what we ourselves get out of it and how 
quickly we get it. Men go to church, and often their 
whole attitude but thinly disguises the question, 
‘*What am I to get out of this?’’ Everybody wants 
something special, and the sense of a great fellow- 
ship is nearly destroyed. What we want and not 
what God wants comes to be our test. _Warily we 





Extending The Sunday School 
Times in the Mission Fields 


Readers of The Sunday School Times are gener- 
ous-spirited folks. They constantly share with the 
editors and writers of the paper the blessings that 
have come-to them through its pages. When words 
of this sort come from those who are serving the 
churcly of Christ on the firing line, they are of special 
significance and encouragement. A missionary in 
Kashmir, India, just now joins to his own hearty word 
ef appreciation a suggestion that may interest many 
readers : 

May I, while writing, express the pleasure and profit with 
which I read ‘The Sunday School Times from beginning to 
end each month. It is the annual, welcome gift of a friend at 
home who understands the kind of gifts missionaries like to 
receive, I wonder you do not open a fund, like that of The 
Record of Christian Work, for sending ‘The Sunday School 
‘Times to missionaries and others who could not afford to pur- 
chase it. I try to pass my copy along each week to some 
United Presbyterian friends who are not subscribers. 

Would you like to share the message of The Sunday 
School Times with others by helping to send it to 
missionaries and other Christian workers who would 
welcome its coming ? The Sunday School Times will 
very gladly receive contributions of any amount from 
its readers for the establishing and maintaining of a 
fund for the sending of the Times to those who would 
not otherwise be likely to have it, It is difficult for 
us in the homeland to realize what the right sort of 
Christian reading matter means to those who are liv- 
ing far from the wealth of books and magazines with 
which we are surrounded. One who provides for a 
single subscription of the Times to a missionary will 
be furnishing that one with fifty-two visits a year of 
Christian fellowship. The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, following the admirable plan of The Record of 
Christian Work, will, as nearly as possible, charge to 
such a missionary subscription fund as may be created 
by the readers only the actual mec!:anical cost of sup- 
plying the papers. If the investment seems to the 
readers to promise returns that are worth while, the 
Times would like to hear from them. Letters may 
be addressed to Missionary Fund The Sunday School 
Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, and checks 
or money orders may be drawn to The Sunday School 
Times Company. 
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watch the preacher, and feel that we are quite gener- 
ous in giving him this one hour of our time asa 
chance for him to ‘«make good."’ If he happens to 
touch some immediate need of our own we are dis- 
posed to think a little better of the church. But one 
goes to church to far better purpose when he goes to 
forsake his own thoughts rather than to measure 
God by them, and when, even though his own needs 
are pressing, he is willing to begin at the other end and 
find out what it is that God is and wishes to be to us. 
Then a man can come at his own needs afresh, he can 
see them standing in the midst of a care which not 
only cares for them but reaches out beyond them in 
provisions and purposes which are better than we can 
ask or think, God first, his goodness to us seen in a 
new vision, and then we often find that God takes up 
our immediate necessities as a very little thing. 

Our characters suffer and our success is small when 
either character or success becomes our goal. If we 
worship only a God of effects and consequences we 
shall be swept about by every difference in the effects. 
The noblest character comes not from testing God 
afresh by each rising necessity, but by meeting each 
necessity fortified and satisfied about God's inmost, 
uttermost quality. To know that God is love is a 
greater help than to know that he loves us just enough 
to see us through some passing difficulty. 

It is interesting to see how in all their teaching the 
apostles did not strive to win men by telling them that 
Christ would help them to do this or that. They 
began with him himself, then afterward, quietly, and 
almost as a matter of course, they came around to the 
duties and the sins and the daily temptations. Our 
greatest resource is that God is what he is. Our 
greatest need is our need of such a God as the Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. And many a soul that is 
now flagging and wearied, despairing of triumph 
against his sins or in his work, is going to find his 
victory yet by knowing anew what God is. He will 


begin to thank God for causes and to take effects for 
granted instead of staking all upon the efforts and 
taking God. for granted. 





When to Confess 


Under what circumstances should facts which 
have to do primarily with one's own personal life be 
made known to others? This question has troubled 
and perplexed many an earnest soul who has wanted 
to do only the right thing. It gives rise to the follow- 
ing interesting inquiry from a reader in one of our 
Eastern states : 


I am very much perplexed over a question that concerns my 
religious experience. I believe you can help me to see clearly 
what is my duty in the matter. 

About twenty years ago I was converted from the Roman 
Catholic Church, and eventually was received into the Metho- 
dist Church. I had always felt an aversion to being known as 
a Catholic, and’ never felt happy in that faith. This is the only 
reason or explanation I can give for not, during all these years, 
having’ offered to tell (as the Methodists say) all my Christian 
experience. But having heard a converted nun give her exper- 
iefce last summer at Ocean Grove, I have not fet quite easy 
and satisfied since. 

I am now living and trying to serve the Master in what is 
largely a Catholic community, and am not sure that it would 
be wise to make the facts known while here, for I know what 
prejudice exists against the Catholics on the part of the Pro- 
testants, and also the prejudice against converted Catholics 
on the part of the Catholics. Would I be serving my Lord 
better by offering my experience in public meetings? Am I 
dishonoring my rd by withholding such testimony in any 
public meetings? The Lord has blessed me more than I can 
tell, and I never have been ashamed to testify when called upon, 
and more frequently have voluntarily witnessed to his saying 
and keeping power. But I want todo whatever would add 
more honor and glory to his name, and whatever would make 
me.more of an instrument for his service. 

have prayed over this matter, but am unable to see clearly 
what I should do. 


Our God is always a reasonable God. There is al- 
ways a Ciear, simple, strong reason back of everything 
that he asks his children to do; and, save in quite 
exceptional.cases, it seems to be his wish and purpose 
to make such reasons known to his children. In the 
matter of telling our own past experiences to others, 
whether this telling takes the form of confession of 
personal sins, or a statement of any other sort of facts, 
we may expect that God’s will for us will probably de- 
pend upon factors that we can take into account. 

In other words, there is never any gain or any: vir- 
tue in making a confession merely for the sake of mak- 
ing the confession. There must always be a ‘reason 
beyond that and better than that. Ifa man is rebel- 
liously unwilling to endure what would be to ‘him the 
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humiliation of a certain confession, God may want 
that confession made simply as a means of bringin 
that man’s will into such trusting subjection to 

that He can bless him more fully. But that does not 
seem to be the situation with this inquirer. He isa 
parently entirely ready to do whatever the Heavenly 
Father would have him doin this matter. And, from 
his own statement of the case, there would seem to be 
reasons why no gain, but probable loss, would result 
in the statement of his past experience in that parti- 
cular community just now. If, on the other hand, in 
this community or elsewhere, there should at any time 
arise a situation when the full statement of his past re- 
ligious experience would evidently have a good result, 
then he may confidently count upon God's strength to 
let the facts be publicly known. 

In this, as in all else, two or three simple questions 
may help us. 

Have I asked God to show me his will in this matter? 

Am I entirely ready to do God's will, no matter what 
he may show it to be, and no matter at what personal 
cost to myself? 

Have I thoughtfully considered all the factors I can 
that point to the wisdom or unwisdom of each possi- 
ble course ? 

Which course, in view of all the foregoing consider- 
rations, now appears to me to be the best course? 

If we can answer such questions as these clearly, 
quietly, reasonably, trustfully, then we may confidently 
take the course to which they point, believing that 
God will not let us go seriously astray. 


x 
The Christian and the “ Movies ” 


We sometimes get a sideliglit’on our duty from 
the way in which it is looked at by people whose 
standards may not be our own. A reader of the 
Times describes her interesting experience'in this line : 


Please discuss in your columns if it is wrong for a Christian 
to go to moving picture shows. 

I had never been to one until recently, when I was waiting 
at the station in a near-by city for my train,- which was late. 
Presently a friend rushed in, and though we are close friends, 
she hardly took time to speak, in her hurry to open her grip 
and put in some eo remarking, ‘‘ I've got to go up the 
Street a piéce."’ ‘‘ Take time,"’ I answered, ‘‘ our train is 
Jate."". She leaned: down and said, ‘‘ I'm going to the moving 
picture show.’ ‘!Qh,"’ I said, rising, ‘I'll go with you.” 
“* You/"’ she exclaimed, ‘* you go to a moving picture show !” 
‘Why not?" I replied, and off we went: 

Now why should this friend be amazed at my going? We 
are members of the Baptist Church. I do not go to theaters, 
etc., but my pastor sometimes goes to the moving picture 
show, and one of the most consecrated women I know goes 
a 

If my going is an offense, I do not wish to go again. I have 
been twice since then, and am ie to believe it is no 
place for God's children. It certainly does not tend to spirit- 
uality, and yet I get some really good suggestions; but are they 
too dearly bought ? 


Most moving picture resorts of to-day are unwhole- 
some places. Not the least objectionable feature for 
young people is the fact of the darkness in which they 
are conducted. One need not attend many times to 
find that they do not ‘‘tend to spirituality.’’ For 
those whe believe that a fundamental objection to the 
theater is that it rests upon a life-profession which is 
demoralizing, —that of acting, or seeming to be what 
one is not,—the dramatic moving picture offers the 
same fundamental objection. High-class films of 
great events in the world about us, such as the inau- 
guration of a president, or the receiving of a king of 
England as Emperor of India, or natural scenes of 
interest and beauty, are of a different sort from the 
professionally dramatic performance, and in them- 
selves are unobjectionable. Yet even in the case of 
such pictures there may be reasons why, on account 
of their local associations or other reasons, one will 
count it wiser to refrain from patronizing them, 


‘de 


From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


HOU Infinite God, our Father, Friend, and Portion: We 
seek thy face that with thee and in thee we may lead the 
larger, nobler life. We want to be filled with God until 

everything mean and base is crowded out. Flood our whole 
being with thyself. Keep us in constant and vital touch with 
thee. Make us sensitive to thy presence, everywhere and 
alwavs. So tune our hearts to thyself, as we pray and ponder 
thy Word, that we shal catch the accents of thy voice wher- 
ever we go and whatever may be happening. Make us deaf 
to the clamor of evil and awake to every tone of the divine ; 
deaf to the discords of life and dull to its jars, but ravished 
with the music of God in all that is. But if our moral nature 
is asleep, jar it awake. Grant us acute experiences. If need 
be, stab us with pain. Sting our dead hearts till they hurt, 
and then pour in the heavenly oil and wine. Make it impos- 
sible for us to be indifferent or sluggish. Quicken us to inten- 
sity of life. Make us tingle and throb. Open our eyes wide, 
evenif the glare hurts. Make us enthusiastic in truth and 
righteousness ; burning with love and longing ; so saturated 
with sympathy that our hearts shall ache, and our hands be 
swift to help. . 
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A Christian Knight of the Golden Pen 








q How Dr, J. R. Miller ministered through the mails - - - 
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By John T. Faris, D.D. 
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URING the Torrey-Alexander meetings in Phila- 
delphia, in 1906, a service was held in the 
Academy of Music, conducted by Charles M. 

Alexander. Different persons were testifying to their 
faith in Christ, and relating experiences which had led 
them to accept him. One of these persons spoke of 
the influence of a letter received from Dr. Miller in 
a time-of deep trouble and distress. 

««Yes,’’ said Mr, Alexander, ‘‘what a wonderful 
help Dr. Miller’s letters have been to many a wearied 
and troubled soul! I wonder how many persons in. 
this gathering have received letters from Dr. Miller ?"’ 

One'might have expected to see a scattering show 
of hands here and there throughout the large con- 
gregation, but hundreds of hands were raised in silent 
but eloquent tribute toa man who, although extremely: 
busy, found time to share the burdens of others, 

The Rev. J. R. Miller, D.D., whom God called 
to himself July 2, 1912, after a lifetime of ministry to 
others, was famous not only as author, editor, and 
church builder, but also as a letter-writer. And. it 
was’by his daily contact with people, in person and. 
through the mails, that he was able to do the work 
because of which his name will live in the list: of 
those who have served their fellows. 

For years it was his habit on Sunday evenings, 
after the day's work was done, to make note of all 
the people of whom he had heard during the day.to 
whometters might do good. Of course the names of 
the sick went down on that list, as well as those. who 
had recovered from sickness, those who had returned: 
from a journey; and those who were about to leave 
home ; those who were going to college, or ‘parents 
who had heard good news from a son or a daughter 
at college—in fact, every one into whose life,.had 
come some event of special importance. As soon as 
possible a letter was’sent, with an appropriate word of 
sympathy, congratulation, cheer, or good wishes, |.’ -.* 

Then he kept a complete record. of all the im- 
portant dates in the lives of his people—birthdays, 
wedding anniversaries, etc.,—and he marked each of 
these by sending a short letter of remembrance, 


A Letter that Money Could Not Buy 

As if ‘this was not enough, when he heard from 
acquintances, during the week, of sickness or death 
in a family with which he was acquainted—whether 
in his own town or in distant parts of ‘America, or 
even’ in. foreign countries—he seized the chance to 
write a letter. In fact,.it was the rule of his life to 
send each day at least one letter of cheer to some one 
who was in special need. Seldom, however, did he 
stop with one such letter; the day's mail from his 
office. was frequently loaded with a dozen or more 
messages of cheer.’ The chance word-with the street- 
car conductor, or the passenger who sat by his side, 
or the elevator boy, or the teller at the bank would 
give him the hint that prompted a message. Perhaps 
the morning paper would tell him of some one who 
had been called to a position of honor; possibly a 
caller would casually mention the fact that a friend 
had just been married. Notes would be made of 
each of these opportunities for a helpful letter—and 
before the day was done the message was on its way. 

Once a visitor told Dr. Miller what one of these 
kindly letters had meant to him. - Dr. Miller told the 
story himself in an article urging others to write such 
letters. 
know at once that he wrote the letter of which the 
young man spoke. This is the story, with Dr. Miller's 
own comment : 

‘*Qnly yesterday a young man took from his pocket 


a letter which he had carried for five years and which- 


he had read no doubt hundreds of times. It was 
written when he was in great perplexity of mind and 
was on the point of turning into the darkness of doubt 
and despair. He reached out his hand for help, 
writing to one he knew he could trust, and laying 
bare to him his heart’s whole burden. He received a 
prompt answer which, if it did nothing else, at least 
brought to him the consciousness of huinan sympathy 
and interest. He was not alone. One cared for him: 
For the time, in the darkness, he could not see Christ, 
but he could see his human friend who stood close by 
him in love. 

‘« The letter which came to him in answer ‘to ‘his 


It never occurred to him that friends would 


A brilliant and successful business man was once 
helped and encouraged by something a young friend said 
to him. He quickiy responded, ‘*Won’t you put that 
into a letter and send it to me?” It was an unusual 
way of expressing the heart hunger that is well-nigh 
universal for the magic of a refreshing letter. 


How one of the busiest men of our generation under- 
stood and used this magic is here told in a revealing way 
by one of his close associates. Readers of The Sunday 
School Times are to have the exceptional privilege of 
sharing Dr. Miller’s counsel.to his personal friends, 
through a large number of his choicest letters; which 
will be publish2/, as nearly as possible, in every. issue 
during the coming twelve months. 


How close to life these letters come, and how varied 
are the needs that they meet, will be seen by the follow- 
ing subjects. chosen from among the letters that. are 
likely to appear in the Times : 


Getting Along with Folks 

His Twenty-first Birthday 

To One in Doubt About 
monsiets 

What it Means to Unite 
with the Church 

Mastering the Blues ' . Others 

The Choice of Amusements 


For a Mother Anxious 
About a Son 

No Withdrawing from the 
World 

Letting the Face Talk 








heart's unburdening. proved. the very word. of .Christ 
to him. 
read. Its few strong, simple, confident senteuces 
were like anchor-chains to his soul amid the waves, 
At ‘last. all the darkness fled away, the storms were 


quieted, Christ himself was revealed once-.more. in. 
blessed, glorious light, and holy peace filled his‘soul.. 
It was. the 


‘* But.it was the letter that saved him. 


hand of.Christ to him. . Is it any wonder that he cher- 


ished. it as.the most sacred. of all his treasures? It. 
has been-kept so.long and read so often that the paper. 
is';worn out. ~ Bat no money would buy it fromthe. 


young man,"’ 

‘*] can’t understand how he could keep in-touch 
with folks as he did,’’ a business man said a few days 
after the death of the letter-writer.. ‘«I have carefully 
laid away a package of messages from him. Some- 
how he kept track of me from the time I took my first 
position. Every time my salary was increased he 
wrote to me. There was a letter when I was. mar- 
ried, and more letters on wedding anniversaries, 
When a child was born, when there was sickness in 
the home, when there were financial reverses, when 
we werg rejoicing or sorrowing for almost any special 
reason, he wrote to us. And to think that he did no 
more for us than for thousands of others, some of 
whom we have never seen.’’ 

Dr. Miller wondered how it could be that hundreds 
of people whose names he had never heard were will- 
ing to confide in him and ask his counsel. Once he 
told his feeling in a letter : 

‘«There is something very sacred in such experi- 
ences. One of the most uplifting things possible in 
human life is to be trusted, especially to have one 
come with questions and possibly troubles or difficul- 
ties, hoping and expecting to find light, comfort, or 
help. Nothing else in the world means quite so much 
to me as the fact that many people do thus put their 
confidence in me, taking my advice and counsel with- 
out question. 


Pastor, Do you Know this Secret ? 

Once Dr. Miller. was asked to write a message as to 
the privilege of letter-writing. After speaking- of the 
use the art may be to pastors, he said : 

‘* Then others beside pastors may find many oppor- 
tunities. for helpfulness in letter-writing. It wants 
only an instinct which shall tell always when to write 
and to whom, and skill to write just the words that 
are needed, not too few, not too many, and never per- 
functory ; always from the heart; without cant, yet 
ever saying something worth while ; free from senti- 
mentality, but breathing always the spirit of love ; in 
no case officious or intrusive, but always sympathetic, 
inspired by the desire to be helpful, full of cheer. 

‘*There is one kind of letters we should never be 
guilty of writing—letters which would discourage, 
which would make the heart less brave for its tasks 
and struggles, It is asin to be a discourager, yet there 
are.some people who are forever committing this sin. 
When we write letters we should always have some- 


Entering into the Life of — 


For months it was all the gospel he could. 


thing bright and uplifting to say. If we cannot write 
in this strain, we should put our letters into the waste 
basket instead of into the mail box. When we write 
to those in sorrow, we need not dwell on the sad 
phases—our friends know these aspects of their trouble 
well enough already ; our letter should rather bring 
its word of hope, something of God's wonderful com- 
fort. When we send a letter to one who is ill, we are 
cruel if we say a word to make our friend more con- 
scious of his illness—too much sympathy has precisely 
and only this effect. It will be far kinder if we try to 
make our sick friend forget his illness and lift up his 
heart in hope and song."’ 

There are thousands who can testify that Dr. Miller 
wrote in accordance with this message, and can point 
to letters they received from him in some time of great 
need. Many of these letters have been passed trom 
hand to hand till they are ready to fall to pieces. 

Though seventeen months have passed since Dr. 
Miller's triumphal entrance to the presence of his 
Friend, letters still come from some in distant coun- 
tries: who were once helped’ by the message which he 
was never too busy to send; Others who never heard 
from him, ‘but who have heard of his ever-ready help- 
fulness, and who have not learned of his death, write 
pleading. for a letter. 

Only a little while ago.a humble Scotch woman 
made;such:a:request. . She had seen in an English 
paper-this:-reference.to «Dr. Miller; which appeared 
originally in The Sunday School Times-: 

‘‘ A-stranger in: Philadelphia.looked from the char- 
acteristic Sunday evening audience that filled St. Paul's 
Churchi:to: the. speaker, and-asked, ‘ How does he-do 
it? Where is the man's power?’ One standing near 
replied : ‘Oh, sir, if you..were in trouble, and Dr. 
Miller called or wrote to: you, you would never ask 
that: question again.’ *’ 


“If I Might Have Such a Message!’’ 

Copying this at the beginning of her letter, she said : 

‘‘It is the above that is the explanation of me, a 
lonely widow, away here in Scotland, writing to you 
to ask if you would write me, if only a short note, and 
to remember me in your prayers. 

‘*My husband died eleven years ago, and since 
then I have done nothing without praying at my work. 
And then I do the thing I have to do in the only way 
I see it ; everything seems to go against me. I try to 
do unto others as I would have them do to me, but 
now I am left with nothing. 

‘« Will you forgive me for writing to you? May 
you be long spared to do such good that even a word 
from you to any one in trouble will lighten the load 
of a weary heart.’’ ; 

The one into whose hands this letter came wrote 
her that Dr, Miller's life on earth was done, but added 
that she might be helped by part of a letter that had 
been sent years ago to one who longed for comfort in 
her difficulties. And that portion of Dr. Miller's let- 
ter was sent to her. 

A few weeks later the widow in far-away Scotland 
told how helpful the message had been to her, and 
how grateful she was that even after Dr. Miller's 
death she could share in the benefits so richly show- 
ered upon his.correspondents during his lifetime. 

It is certain that many who have been permitted to 
read letters from Dr. Miller to their friends have said 
hungrily, ‘‘If only I might have such a message !"’ 

The longing is now to be gratified for those who 
read The Sunday School Times. Among Dr. Miller's 
papers were more than a score of Jetter-books in which 
copies were made of messages to his personal corre- 
spondents, known and unknown. These letters have 
been carefuliy read, and a selection has been made of 
a varied series which will be printed in the Times. 
Many of those who are privileged to read these Inti- 
mate Letters on Soul Problems will feel that a personal 
message is coming to them. The sorrowing will find 
comfort ; doubters will find that faith is strengthened ; 
the soul-hungry will find new glimpses of Christ's 
beauty ; those burdened by care or anxiety will rejoice 
in the lightening of their load ; and eager pupils in 
life’s school will gladly note the strengthening words 
of him who learned the secret of helpfulness from the 
Friend who was his constant Companion. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Is This a Death-Blow to Evolution in Religion ? 
A startling discovery from tablets in the University of Pennsylvania Museum that may prove the most important 
yet made in the religion of the early world is described in the monthly archeological review by Professor Kyle 








Ea warning hope expressed in the review of last 
month for more and greater things from the fam- 
ous Nippur library in the Museum of the Uni- 
versity of. Pennsylvania has been realized with start- 
ling quickness. A few lines from Director Gordon 
brought me hastening to the Museuin, where he intro- 
diuced me to Professor Langdon, of the University of 
Oxford, who gave me at once a full account of the 
yreat discovery he has made during the past few weeks, 
the most important, in its most important points, yet 
made in the religion of the early world ; startling, but 
not disturbing, in biblical study ; startling and decid- 
edly disturbing to some theories of the development 
of religion in the world, as all may see who read. 

The discovery is, first of all, of the origin of ritual 
worship ; perhaps in the light of this discovery we 
might better think of it as the earliest origin yet dis- 
covered. Who will dare to say now that we have 
reached the end of discoveries? The Nippur library 
has yielded the liturgies of the early Sumerian popula- 
tion of Babylonia, those people who preceded the 
Semitic Babylonians in the land, and of whom we have 
us yet little more definite description than that they 
preceded. These documents, ks, as we would say, 
were put into the library at various times during a 
thousand years before e500 B. C. Professor Langdon 
says : ‘* The liturgies of the Sumerians are the source 
of the later Babylonian and Assyrian templ®: service, 
and the best examples of these liturgies are in this Nip- 
pur library now in the Museum of the University of 
Pennsylvania."’ 

There are liturgies for the daily service and, of start- 
ling interest, special liturgies for a hebdomidal,—a 
seventh-day-service—falling upon the days of the four 
phases of the moon each month. On these days there 
were ‘specially intricate liturgies with musical instru- 
ments and responses between the priests.’ Much ef. 
fort, with, only a fair amount of success, has been ex- 
pended upon the discovery of the name, ‘* Sabbath,’’ 
among the.ancient Babylonians, Here is indubitably 
the fact of a seventh-day religious observance in the 
temple service ; that the day had anything of the char- 
acter of the Hebrew Sabbath as a day of rest for all the 
people there is no evidence, 

But what religious sentiments had these old Sumer- 
ians? The Professor says: ‘‘One thing particularly 
marked these liturgies: human consciousness of sin, 
human guilt; then lamentation, spiritual unrest. The 
discontented consciousness of that period of human 
history is always evidenced, with a search to be bet- 
ter, to right one's self by means of singing these long 
rambling melodies in the daily temple service. The 
fundamental religious element in the origin of human 
worship was manifest here in the intensive liturgies of 
the early temple."’ He regards this discovery as 
marking ‘‘the psychological moment of greatest in- 
terest in the origin of religious service throughout the 
world’? on the side of human contribution and in 
point of time. 

The relation of these early liturgies to those of the 
later Babylonians prepares us for the most important 
thing in the discovery a little later. ‘*The Babylonians 
took over this service and evolved it, but did not add 
io it any new spiritual sentiment or theological idea in 
regard to the creation of the world and the personifi- 
ction of the natural forces. The Sumerians seem to 
have evolved the whole theological system: the 
Babylonians took it over and passed it on. But the 
Babylonians and Assyrians did develop this system 
along musical lines,’’ This is especially seen in lit- 
erary form, as the ending of each line with a refrain. 
This idea was Sumerian, but was much developed by 
the later Babylonians, and is found in Hebrew poetry, 
as may be seen in some of the Psalms. Among the 
Babylonians this refrain was carried to monotony, 
when a new refrain would be taken and used to the 
same extreme, This extreme, the ‘‘ vain repetitions, *’ 
does not appear in the Psalms, but cid reappear in the 
great liturgies of the early Church when they took 
over or adapted the elaborate liturgies of the Greek 
and Roman temples. All the elaborate rituals of the 
world since that time, except, perhaps, the Egyptian, 
show that influence. 

This brings us directly to the most interesting and 
important phase of - Professor Langdon’s discovery, 
the philosophical and religious ideas among the 


One of the foundation-stones of the higher criticism 
of the Bible has been the belief that religion began 
in a primitive way and gradually developed. Con- 
sequently when records of religious practises of 
five thousand years ago are unearthed, there is in- 
tense interest in the story they tell. What have 
they to say of the foundation-stones of human 
criticism, and of those of the divine Book ? 





Sumerians as revealed in these wonderful tablets from 
the Nippur library. Heretofore, Greek and Roman 
times have been supposed to be the first Golden Age 
of man. Not so: these tablets reveal that these early 
Sumerians had risen magnificently above the more 
crass expressions of religion, as well as philosophy, to 
the more spiritual sphere and higher consciousness of 
man about himself, and uneasiness about himself. 
The Platonic notion of the ‘‘idea’’ was fully devel- 
oped. The word used by these early Sumerians is 
‘thar,’’ the notion of the reality of things being not 
its material form, but as the mind conceived of it, and 
not as man conceived of it, but as God conceived of 
it. Note ‘*as God conceived of it,’’ for there is also 
a tendency toward monotheism, though not very pro- 
nounced, But there is a strong tendency to evolve all 
the personifications from a first principle. 

But the theological views here represented are still 
more remarkable. The sin of mankind is regarded 
as the ultimate reason for all the material and spiritual 
afflictions. And ‘‘the large number of daily services 
in the temple represent one of the gods bearing the 
sins of the nation, one of the deities taking upon him- 
self the sorrows and the guilt and the troubles.of man- 
kind personified in a-way.’’ ‘*There.isjan idea of a 
sufferer as a kind of personification of human,trouble 
that .is already inherent in Sumerian worship, — It is 
still far from the Christian notion, but is inherent, in 
the embryo, as a fundamental principle in human re- 
ligion,’’ ‘* Moreoften it is the mother-goddess, some- 
times her son, who is suffering, a_kind of personiiica- 
tion of human suffering."’ Altogether, when the ideas 
of the Sumerians are compared with the gross mate- 
rialism and polytheism of the succeeding Babylonians 
and Assyrians, ‘‘ there seems to have been a degeneracy 
theologically after this time.’’ 

Last, and in some sense most remarkable in all this 
discoverv, is the extent of this class of philosophical, 
theological and liturgical literature brought to light by 
Professor Langdon in the vast remains of this Nippur 
library. ‘* All these cases,’’ said the Professor, as he 
swept his hand around ample room for quite a private 
library, ‘‘are filled with tablets of the profound meta- 
physical, theological and liturgical development rep- 





Are You Keeping in Touch with 
Archeology’s Wonderful Discoveries ? 


“ Startling but not disturbing in biblical study ; 
startling and decidedly disturbing to some theo- 
ries,” is the way Professor Melvin Grove Kyle 
characterizes the remarkable discovery described 
on this page. 

In last week’s issue of The Sunday School 
Times Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas dis- 
cussed “ Why Archeologists Distrust the Higher 
Criticism.” For inexpert Bible readers who de- 
sire to study the important bearing of archeol- 
ogy on Old Testamént questions, Dr. Thomas 
recommended as an invaluable book “ The De- 
ciding Voice of the Monuments in Biblical Criti- 
cism ” by Professor Kyle. 

For the past two years Dr. Kyle has been 
conducting in The Sunday School Times a de- 
partment on Archeology and the Bible which 
has brought to Times readers, month by month, 
recent discoveries and their significance, to- 
gether with other articles discussing the bearing 
of archeology on the Scriptures. This depart- 
ment will be continued during 1914. 

Early in the new year Dr. Kyle expects to visit 
Egypt again, in order to continue to keep in 
personal touch with the work in the land. where 
important excavations are in progress. 

















resented in this collection, the work of the greatest 
school of the scholars of that period, the last temple- 
school, which represents the very best scholarship of 
that age.’’ . 

I need add only a few words at this time concern-. 
ing the finds and the conclusions of Professor Lang- 
don. If he shall be fully sustained in the discussions 
and the critical examinations of the text by others 
sure to follow, as seems likely, then these ancient 
tablets bring to our notice things of the utmost im- 
portance in the study of religion. The significance 
of all this in biblical study, and its bearing upon the 
doctrines of revealed religion, will be very simple and 
easily understood, if we keep one thing always in 
mind ; that the representation of the oracles of reve- 
lation is that the Messianic idea, ‘‘the seed of the 
woman,’’ was in the world from the beginning of the 
human race and would thus pass along all lines of 
world migration, and again at the second migration 
after the deluge, and so this Messianic idea would 
naturally be found in some form, perhaps wrapped 
about with the weeds of myths, in the religious ideas 
prevalent along these different lines of migration ; 
and, furthermore, ought to appear in less corrupt form 
in the myths of strange peoples as we get back nearer 
the beginning. 

This reasonable expectation, and now these discov- 
eries, are of a piece with the heathen expectation, the 
‘« desire of all nations,’’ concerning the coming of some 
Great One, about the time of the birth of Christ. The 
finding of other biblical truths at an earlier period is 
likewise acceptable, and as it should be. The dis- 
tinguishing characteristic of revelation is not the ab- 
solute exclusiveness of its material, but the winnowed 
purity of it. The sign-manual.of God is holiness. 


Did Israelites Differ from Hebrews? 

HE Scriptures speak of the descendants of Jacob 

at the time of the Exodus as Hebrews and also 

as the children of Israel. The Egyptian in- 
scriptions refer frequently to the Aperiu, who were 
confidently believed by early Egyptologists to have 
been the Hebrews, though later Egyptologists have, 
for the: most-part, given up this identification. Once 
also in. the Egyptian inscriptions, in the account of 
Merenptah's victories, there is mention made of the 
Israelu, who, with very rare exceptions among schol- 
ars, have been regarded as the Israelites. Then, the 
Tel el Amarna tablets, most of which were written 
from Palestine and Syria, make frequent mention of 
the Habiri ; especially is this true in those tablets from 
Central and Southern Palestine. This name certainly 
sounds as if it were intended far the Hebrews. 

It is well-known also that Egyptologists have been 
divided, hopelessly divided, concerning the place in 
Egyptian history into which the Exodus fits. Some 
believe that the escape of the Hebrew slaves took 
place under some one of the kings of the eighteenth 
dynasty, probably Amenophis III, and some have 
suggested the close of the reigti*of Hatshepset, the 
Queen Elizabeth of Egypt; others, perhaps the ma- 





jority of Egyptologists, since the discovery of Pithom 


by Professor Naville with the remains of the store 
chambers and the inscription of Rameses II, saying, 
‘*T built Pithom at the mouth of the east,’’ think 
that the Exodus took place under Merenptah of the 
nineteenth dynasty. We are all waiting for more 


light from discoveries either to confirm our opinions 


or show us that we are wrong. 


Some may now believe that this light has come in’ 


the ingenious suggestion (will it prove to be a real 
discovery ?) that the Bible intended a real distinc- 
tion between the Hebrews and the Israelites, and that 
the Egyptian inscriptions also as clearly distinguish 
between them: It is urged that some went out of 
Egypt in the eighteenth dynasty, and are called, both 
in the Bible and in the Egyptian inscriptions, He- 
brews, and in the Tel el Amarna tablets by the same 
appellation, while others of the slaves in Egypt, the 
great body perhaps, went out under Merenptah of the 
nineteenth dynasty, and were called Israelites both in 
the Bible and upon the stele of Merenptah. That 
some Israelites were already in Palestine before the 
Exodus under Moses and the Conquest, under Joshua 
seems certain (Judg. 5: 17; 1 Chron. 7: 21, 22). 
Whether-they were some who remained behind at the 
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LESSON FOR NOV. 30 (Josh. 3: 1-17; Psa. 114) 


descent into Egypt, or some that returned before the 
bondage, or escaped from it, it is impossible to say, 
‘The suggestion is exceedingly attractive, though 
it hardly seems possible that there is any such clear- 
cut distinction intended between the Hebrews and 
Israelites, either in the Bible or in the Egyptian in- 





Quiet Talks on Following the Christ * 





Roadway Sigubsard: 
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scriptions, as thi demands. “Pliat is not 
to say, however, that there may not be something in 
the suggestion. 

H. Weinheimer, “‘ Z, Morgan’d Ges,’’ LXVI, 1912, pp. 


365-368. 


- PHILADELPHIA. 


By S. D. Gordon 








We is harder work 
than working. It takes 
more out of you. And 


fine-grained, steady strength, if 
you can stand the strain of it. 
And if to the waiting is added 
perplexity, the pull upon your 
.strength is much greater. It is 
harder to hold steady and not 
break. 

Such a time and just such a 
test came to the little band of 
disciples after the resurrection 
and before the ascension. It 
was a time ‘of sore perplexity. 
The crucifixion had left them 
dazed, stupefied. It was-wholly 
unexpected, They were utterly - 
at sea, with neither compass nor 
steering apparatus of any sort. 
That Saturday to them was one 
of the longest, dreariest, heaviest days ever spent by 
any one. wait 

Then ‘as unexpectedly came the resurrection. ‘They 
are dazed again, this time with joy: They have not 
taken it in yet. To say that the two shocks, each 'so 
radically different from the other, shook them tremen- 
dously, is stating it very mildly. They. don't. know 
themselves. They haven't found their, feet, They 
haven't adjusted yet to their swiftly changing sur- 
roundings. They don’t know what next. 

So the old impulsive Simon in Peter proposed 
something.’ Simon the unsteady was much: in evi- 
dence those days. Peter, the rock man,-*had not 
arrived yet. This was Simon Peter's spécialty,— 
proposing something. -He said, ‘* Well, 7’ m going’ 
fishing.’ The mere doing something would be a 
relief. And the others quickly said, ‘‘We'll go 
along.’’ But they caught nothing. It was a poor 
night. The morning brought only heavy hearts with 
light nets and boats. They had failed at following ; 
now they were failing. even at their old specialty,— 
fishing. Couldn't they do amy thing? 


“Quiet Talk 


N the dim light of the breaking dawn there’s. some 
one standing on the beach, a Stranger. - He seems 
interested in them, and calls out familiarly, ‘* Have 

you caught anything?’’ And you feel the heaviness 
of their hearts over something else in the short ‘* No.”’ 
And the gentle voice calls out, with a certain tone of 
quiet authority in it, ‘‘ Throw over on the right there, 
and you'll get some fish.’’ And they cast the nets 
out again, feeling a strong impulse to obey this kindly 
stranger without stopping to think out why. © At once 
the ropes pull so hard that it takes all their strength 
to hold them. It’s John’s quick insight that recog- 
nizes the Stranger. ,With his heart in his throat, in 
awe-touched voice, he quietly says, ‘‘ It’s the -Lord.’’ 
That's enough for Peter. He takes the shortest way 
to shore. He has some things to talk over with the 
Master. 

And’ as the seven tired men landed the fish, they 
found breakfast waiting on the sands.- Who built 
that fire? Who cooked the fish ? Whowas thinking’ 
about them and caring for their personal needs when 
they were so tired and hungry? And when breakfast 
was finished, there’s the quiet talk together about love 
and service, while the sun is climbing up in the east. 

All this was the answer to their perplexity. They 
were willing and wanted to follow, but they had failed 
so badly. They were not quite sure where they stood. 
They had no finger-posts. Now the finger-posts were 
put up to show the way. The Lord Jesus, his pres- 
ence, his plan, his authoritative leadership, their 
obedience, love thrice asked and given, service be- 
cause of love,-—these are the guiding-points for these 
perplexed men. They can be put into very simple 
shape for our guidance. Three finger-posts hung up 


; will include all of them,—c/ear vision, a spirit of: 


In modern industry such a transforma- 
tion has come in the methods of securing 
efficiency that a mechanic in one of the 
it puts more into you, too, of country’s great corporatiens could say ing. 
recently that one man was doing the work 
which ten years ago took alarge part of the 
time of five men. - Full efficiency in living 
is subject to laws as definite as those con- 
trolling business ; and Mr. Gordon tells of 
the three finger-posts that Jesus has set up. 
These signboards show clearly the secret 
of the failure or partial success in any life, 
and they point ahead to the Christ-con- 
trolled life of full efficiency. 

Mr. Gordon's series of four “ Quiet Talks 

on Following the Christ "’ will be concluded 

with a message on ‘‘ The Olivet Outlook.” 

But readers of the Times during 1914 are to 

have the opportunity of an every-week 

' from Mr. Gordon on the 

Sunday-school lessons in the Life of Christ, 


which-will unfold the heart meanings of the 
wonderful closing period of our Lord's life. 


obedience, a heart of tender 
love. These are the three great 
essentials of all true, fult follow- 
And there will not be, 
there cannot be, true, full fol- 
lowing without all three of these. 

There may be much earnést, 
honest service, much faithful 
plodding and hard work, and 
much good done. But there's 
always less than the best. There 
is less than should be. 

A clear vision means simply 
a clear understanding of things 
as they are, as our Lord Jesus 
sees them, and of what needs to 
.be done, with all the facts in 
that belong in. A spirit of 
obedience means not only an 
obedience in spirit, a spirited 
obedience, but an obedience 
that fits into the spirit of the 
Leader and his plans. And through these as a fine 
fragrance breathes a heart of tender love. 

These three things must be kept in poise, so the 
Master plans. There are many illustrations of one 
only of these, or of two, in action. And the bad or 
poor result that works out can be plainly seen. The 
Holy Spirit with great plainness and faithfulness has 
hung up cautionary signs along the road. 

HERE may be clear vision without obedience. 
That is, a clear understanding of the Master's 
plan, but a failure to fit in. That will mean a 


~ 


dimting vision. And, if persisted in, it will mean ~ 


spiritual disaster. The great illustration of this is Ju- 
das. Judas probably had as clear a vision as the others 
when he was chosen for discipleship, and later for 
apostleship, There was the possibility of a John in Ju- 
das, even as there was the possibility of a Judas in John. 
Both are in every man. But Judas was not true to the 
vision he had. He wanted to use the Master to fur- 
ther his own plans. And the vision slowly blurred 
and dimmed, as the under nature was given the upper 
hand. “Fhe Master's clear insight recognized the 
demon spirit ruling within, though Judas did not. 

But Judas isn’t so lonely, if you think into the thing. 
He only put personal advantage above loyalty to the 
Lord Jesus; he simply preferred his own pla:.s to the 
Masters plans. And he tried to force his own 
through, without suspecting how the thing would turn 
out, and how tremendousiy much was involved. The 
great events being worked out have thrown his con- 
temptible act into the limelight of history. But the 
act itself wasn’t uncommon. 

One of the saddest things in the record of Christian 
leadership is just this,—clear vision with a gradually 
lessening obedience, then a gradually dimming vision, 
and that decrease of both increasing as the slant down 
increases, The old-time motions of public minister- 
ing continue, more or less mechanically, but the power 
has long since passed away, And sadder yet, like 
the strong man of old, these shorn men wist it not. 


HERE ‘may be ciear vision with make-believe or 
partial obedience. It hurts to speak of such a 
thing. ‘‘ Hypocrisy’’ is a hard word to get out at 

the lips. It should never be used except to help, and 
then very, very sparingly, and only in humblest spirit 
and with earnest secret prayer. Ananias and Sapphira 
quickly come to mind here. They wanted men to 
think them wholly surrendered, though they knew 
they were not. That was all; not so unusual a thing, 
after all. There are sore temptations here for many. 
The'swiftness of the punishment that came does not 
mean that their wrong was worse than that of others 
who do the same thing. That modern religious lying 
of this soft is not as quickly judged merely tells the 
marvelous patience of God. 

There may be cleur vision and obedience without 
love. --This -means a hard; cold, stern righteousness. 


Jol 


It is truth without grace; nothing can be made to seem 
more repulsive. One incident in Elijah’s career fur- 
nishes the illustration here. Let us say such a thing 
very softly of such a mighty man of God, and say it 
in fewest words and only to help. He was a man of 
marvelous faith and prayer and bold daring in the 
midst of a crooked and generation. Israel 
was at its very lowest moral ebb thus far. 

He had a clear understanding of what should be done 
to check the awful impurity which was sweeping over 
the nation like a flood-tide. He was true to his con- 
viction in sending the four hundred priests of horribly 
licentious worship to their death. But was he broken- 
hearted over them? Was he utterly broken down 
with grief as he led them to the little running Kishon 
brook for the nation’s sake? God touched the sore 
spot when at Horeb, the mount of thunder and fire, he 
spoke to this man of fire and thunder in that exquis- 
itely soft sound of gentle stillness. This was a new 
revelation to this stern prophet of righteousness. 


HERE may be obedience without clear vision. 
That is, there may be a doing of what is thought 
to be right, but without a clear understanding of 

what is the right thing todo, This results in fanati- 
cism, Moses, killing the Egyptian and hiding his body 
in the sand, had no clear vision of God's plan. He 
knew something was wrong and that something 
needed to be done. And so he proposed doing some- 
thing. And the poor Egyptian who happened in his 
way that day felt the weight of his zeal. It's a not 
uncommon way of attempting to right wrongs. He 
forgot that there is a God, and a plan, and that he is 
hitting wrong who doesn’t work into the plan of God, 

Saul persecuting the Christians is another illustra- 
tion here. He is a sad, striking example of conscien- 
tiousness without sufficient knowledge, of earnestness 
without clear light. He was conscientiously doing 
the wrong thing as earnestly as he could, supposing 
it to be the right thing. 

Sometimes this does not go as far as hurtful fanati- 
cism, but_ leads to blundering and confusion and 
delay. Abraham was acting without clear light when 
he yielded to Sarah's plan of compromise for getting 
the promised heir, A bit of quiet holding of her sug- 
gestion before God for light would have cleared his 
mind. The result was wholly bad,—a confusion in 
his own mind, a mental clouditiess about God's plan 
and promise, an element of discord introduced into 
the tribal life (Gen. 16:12), and a delay of many 
years, apparently, before the conditions were ripe for 
the coming of the heir of faith, on God’s own plan. 


HERE may be love without clear vision. The 
love makes intense desire to. do something, but 
with no clear idea of what would best be done, 

Peter's awkward sword-thrust was an attempt to help 
because of real love in his heart, The Master's quiet 
healing touch recognized the love and also rebuked 
and corrected the hasty, ill-advised action. 

Clear vision and love without obedience is—impos- 
sible ! Where there is no obedience, or faulty obedi- 
ence, either the vision has blurred or dimmed or the 
love is burning low. 

Clear vision and loving obedience mean power, 
sweet, gentle, fragrant, helpful power. It means a 
grateful, helped crowd, and a pleased Master who 
has been able once again to reach the crowd. 

Clear vision and love as a passion, an intense pas- 
sion, mean irresistible power. That is to say, it 
means a perfect human medium through which our 
Lord Jesus can act and manifest himself. And this 
is the real meaning of power, power to the full, —Jesus 
Christ in free action. 

Paul's unmistakable vision on the Damascus road 
brought a passion of love, and an answering obedi- 
ence, that swept him like a great flame. ‘The fire- 
marks of that flame could be found all over the Roman 
Empire. He was a wonderful combination of brain 
and heart and will, held in remarkable poise. The 
finest classic on love is from his pen. 

But a peculiar tenderness comes into one’s heart as 
we remember that there was just one Man who held 
these three in perfect poise. And let us not forget 
that though he was more than man, yet it was a man, 
one of ourselves, who so held these three in such fine 
balance. It was a human poise, even as planned by 
the Father for the human life. 

The clear vision began coming to him ear)~ (Luke 
2:49), and it became clearer and fuller anu unmis- 
takable until it had its fulfilment. Obedience was 
the touchstone of all his life from Nazareth to Olivet. 
And who, like him, had the heart of tender love, the 
heart that was ever moved with compassion at sight 
of need, the heart that broke at the last under the sore 
grief of its burden of love. 

New York Ciry. 
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How They Caught the Spirit of the First Christmas 


The “‘Sunday-School Clinic”’ of Special Days, conducted for the 
Times by Hugh Cork as Chief of Staff, with the co-operation of other specialists 





O* the special days, Christmas presents the greatest 
opportunity in the work of the Sunday-school, 
but it also has equally large problems. The 
earnest and thoughtful superintendent and workers 
are asking, ‘‘ How shall we celebrate the birthday of 
the King?’’ and are looking for helpful suggestions. 
It is with the hope of passing on some suggestive 
material that I will try to describe two Christmas 
services held in one of Chicago's successful Sunday- 
schools, one of them on Christmas eve and the other 
on the following Sunday at the regular Sunday-school 
hour, 


The School.—The Englewood First Methodist 
Episcopal Sunday-school of Chicago had in October, 
1912, an enrolment of 736, exclusive of associate 
members, Home Department, and Cradle Roll. The 
average attendance during that month was 537. The 
school is thoroughly graded, the Beginners, Primary 
and Junior Departments having separate rooms. The 
Intermediate, Senior and Adult Departments meet in 
the main Sunday-school room for the opening services 
and then the classes go to their own cClass-rooms or 
special sections for the lesson study. 


The Leader.—The superintendent of this school is 
Mr. E. H. Nichols, Chairman of the Secondary Di- 
vision Committee of the International Sunday-School 
Association. ‘The work now being done in the Sec- 
ondary Division is largely the result of his leadership. 
Though he has had large and growing business inter- 
ests requiring his time and thought, he has given 
freely of both to Sunday-school work. He ,has been 
superintendent of this school for fifteen years, and has 
just entered upon his sixteenth year. During his 
period of service the school;has been graded by de- 
partments and classes, departmental-rooms and class- 
rooms being added as fast,as opportunity opened the 
way. ° 

The Other Officers and Their Army.—In addition to 
the general superintendent, secretary and treasurer, 
each department is manned by its own superintendent 
and secretary, and these departmental officers are held 
responsible for their departments. Ushers are to be 
found at each door of the main Sunday-school room. 
They are there to greet strangers and visitors, to refer 
new members to the proper department superintend- 
ent and to lessen the disturbance caused by late- 
comers. In all there are thirteen officers and forty- 
nine teachers, who are elected annually, The instal- 
lation of these officers and teachers is held at the time 
of the regular morning church service, on the first 
Sunday of the new Conference year (October), and is 
conducted by the pastor. 

This school has a teacher-training class for the 
workers and any members of the school who desire to 
take the training. This class is held on a week- 
night. A regular teachers’-meeting is held on the 
first Friday evening of each month for the considera- 
tion of the work of the school and the transaction of 
business, Often this meeting takes the form of a 
supper, and a special speaker is invited to bring to 
the workers new inspiration and better methods. 

One of the strong features of the school is the open- 
ing devotional service, Visitors are impressed with 
the splendid order and the especially good singing by 
the school. The spirit and atmosphere of the Christ- 
mas services to be described are typical of each open- 
ing service of the school. 


The Christmas Eve Service.—The first of these 
Christmas services, as has been stated, was given on 
Christmas eve. The entire school membership was 
invited to be present, though a special Christmas 
party had been given to the members of the elemen- 
tary grades. The aim of this service was to impress 
the Scripture lesson and to give opportunity for ex- 
pression of the true Christmas spirit. The program 
consisted of three parts. Part I was the presentation 
of the cantata, ‘‘The Birth of Christ,’’ in song, story 
and picture, by a chorus made up of different groups 
from the Sunday-school, certain parts being rendered 
by quartettes, duets and solos. These voices were 
carefully chosen. The words of this cantata were 
written by Edith Hope Kinney, the music by Mrs. 
Cresby Adams, and it was arranged by Letha L. Mc- 
Clure. It is published by the Clayton F. Summy 


Company, Chicago. 
and Part III consisted of Scripture reading, stereopti- 
con pictures and special music. 

The church was beautifully decorated in green. _A 
Christmas tree, lighted with small colored electric 
lights, placed on one side, was the only platform dec- 
oration. The program for the evening was as follows : 


Part I. 


Cantata, ‘‘ The Birth of Christ.’ 
** Glory to God in the Highest,’’ Full Chorus 
** The Invocation,”’ Class of Little Girls 


‘*O hear the prayer of childhood 
That now we raise to thee."’ 


**The Announcement ”’ (Antiphonal), 
Solo and Chorus 


-**On Christmas eve, on Christmas eve, 
O what makes the earth so still ?"’ 


The question was sung by a girl of fifteen, and the answer by the 
chorus. 


‘* The Bells,”’ Full Chorus 
‘* Opening Prayer,”’ Class of Little Girls 
** The Place ’’—Bethlehem of Judea, Solo 


“No other place can claim such grace 
As blessed Bethlehem.”’ 
** A Christmas Carol ’’—For little folks, — 
; Group of Little Girls 
‘The Persons ’’—The Christ Child— 
Chorus of, Young Women 


‘*Watching, watching on the hill, 
Shepherds with their flocks so still."’ 


‘* We Three Kings of Orient Are,’’ Three Boys 


These three boys were dressed for the occasion, one singing the 
solo and all three joining in the chorus. During the singing of this 
all lights were turned.out. A shoe-box, with a star qifut and con- 
taining an electric bulb, was placed at the top of the bn =. organ. This 
star was lighted while the boys sang, and the effect was wonderfully 
beautiful and. impressive. Bi ) 


This month the specialist is Jane B. Smith, 
Hartford School of Religious Pedagogy, Hartford, Conn. 


Part II was the giving service, | 





Clinical Notes 


By the Chief-of-Staff 


1. Thanks be to God for the signs of victory over 
the “‘ Receiving” Christmas. The number of ‘‘giving ”’ 
celebrations is increasing rapidly, and may the day 
soon be here when, as Heaven celebrated the ‘‘ giv- 
ing’? of God’s Son with its angel choir rendering its 
Hallelujah Chorus, so shall all of our Sunday-schools, 
with praise on their lips and love for their fellows. in 
their hearts, show their gratitude by going among the 
needy to 

** Clear the darkened windows, open wide the door, 
To let a little sunshine in.” 

2. Note again, as we find every time, the secret of 
this success is leadership and organization. When shall 
we learn to give more attention to securing leaders ? 
Chicago’s new proverb is as true in church work as it 
is in commercial life : ‘*‘ Where we will there’s a way.” 


3. The school which makes much of its opening ex- 
ercises is making fine preparations for success in 
special days. What makes an exercise turn out well 
is ‘‘ team ”’ work, and this comes from weekly practise. 


4. For the Christmas Eve celebration many schools 
have special exercises in the afternoon for the little 
folks who ought not to be taken out at night. 


5. A noteworthy point in the preparation for these 
celebrations is the purpose “‘to ‘impress the Scripture 
lesson, and give opportunity to express the true 
Christian spirit.”” Know where you are going, then 
** get there.” 


6. The three parts of the program are commendable. 
It not only gives variety, but the eyes as well as the 
ears were used, the dark. of the room being sug+ 
gestive of the darkness of sin, in. contrast with Jesus 
as the light of the world. It made a fine background to 
close this fitting service with “‘ Joy to the world, the 
Lord is come.” 


7. The spirit pervading these exercises. is what 
seems to stand out most. How wise to leave it undis- 
turbed by refraining from giving any announcements ! 
No doubt there were those there who, ‘like the ‘shep- 
herds silently watching their flocks, determined to ‘go. 
and investigate for themselves what all this-meéant:: 
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‘* The Children’s Christmas Song,’’ —Christmas 
Cheer, — P Chorus of Children 


**O send the music of His name 
Through all the world resounding. 


‘*What is this so brave to see? 
This is the beautiful Christmas tree."’ 


Part II.—Giving Service, 


At the close of ‘‘ The Children’s Song’’ all lights 
were again turned out, with the exception of those on 
the tree. The treasurer of the school took his place 
at the foot of the tree. By previous arrangement each 
class was represented by one of its members, who 
walked to the front, without announcement or roll- 
call, and placed at the foot of the tiee the gift from 
his class. These gifts consisted of food, clothing, and — 
money, which were later distributed by the deaconess. 
of the church among needy families. During the ‘ 
presentation of these gifts, and while the lights were 
out, except those on the tree, the church soloist sang ‘ 
‘* The Christmas Tree,’’ which concluded the cantata. 


ParT II].—Special reading, pictures and music. 


The story of the Wise-men, in Matthew 2: 1-15, 
was given by a young woman who was a trained 
reader. As she gave the story stereopticon pictures: 
appropriate to the Scripture were thrown upon the 
screen, without announcement, during which ‘‘ The 
Holy City’’ was played on the violin. The effect 
was very impressive. As the last picture (the angels 
ringing the bells of joy) was shown, the Scripture read. ‘' 
ing was concluded by the reading of Isaiah 9 :6. 
Immediately at the end of the reading, and while the 
last picture was still on the screen, the leader of the 
music played for several minutes upon a set of tuned 
chimes. “(He had ‘secured these from one of the latgé 


department stores.) - As the ligits were turned on the':' 
Sunday-school chorus and church choir, accompanied "' 


by the orchestra and organ, burst forth in singing 
‘« Joy to the world, the Lord is come.’’ 


This concluded the program. No announcemeiiis’ ' 


were made during the entire evening, and during the 
program there was perfect quiet. The aim of the 
service was fully accomplished. It was successful in 
its twofold purpose. ! 


The Sunday Program.—On the Sunday following 
Christmas, in the Sunday-school room and at the time 
of the regular lesson, another service was held. The 
school was opened at the usual hour (12. 15) by prayer, 
offered by the superintendent, the school standing. 
The following program was then given : 


‘* While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks by 
Night,’’ By the School 
‘*The Holy City,”’ Violin Solo 
‘* Silent Night,’’ Sung by Junior Department 
**Phe Wayside Chapel,”’ Chimes Solo 
Reading—‘‘Story of the Birthday of Christ,’’ 
(with violin obligato). 
**O Little Town of Bethlehem,’? By the School 
‘* Birthday of a King,’’ Soprano Solo 
‘**Holy Night”’ (with orchestra accompaniment), 
Sung by Junior Department 
** Nazareth’’—Gounod, By the School 
Reading—A specially arranged Christmas story 
** Joy to the World’ (with Chimes accompani- 
ment), By the School 


This was one of the best and most helpful services 
ever held in the school. 


The Chief Aim.—In planning for a Christmas pro- ° 
gram thoughtful Sunday-school workers must seriously ~ 
consider the purpose of the program and how this 
purpose shall be carried out. Shall we aim to amuse 


‘and entertain the members of the Sunday-school and 


church, or shall we regard the occasion as an oppor- 
tunity to impress anew the real significance of Christ- 
mas Day and to give expression to the Christmas 
spirit by gifts to those who are less fortunate ? 

The great danger in many Christmas celebrations, 
even in our Sunday-school entertainments, is to forget 
the tidings of great joy and to let the Christmas season 
lose its real meaning to the hearts of men. . More 
emphasis needs to be placed upon the fact that it is 
Christ's birthday, and it is through his coming, his 
life, his death and his resurrection, that we now have 
the Christmas cheer and the spirit of péace and good- 
will toward’ men. 
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LESSON FOR NOV. 30 (Josh. 3 : 1-17; Psa. 114) 













When Santa Claus Was Left Out 


JE NEVER have a Santa Claus in our Christmas 
celebration for the Beginners or Primary de- 


partment. But the little folks find that a 
‘* giving Christmas’’ is the very best kind of a cele- 
bration. 

One Christmas. we used a large six-foot stocking, 
and had it suspended” from invisible wires, with a 
heap in the top of the stocking to keep it open. That 
year we asked the Beginners and the Primary depart- 
ment to bring their money two weeks before the day, 
at least ten cents each, to pay for one pair of stock- 
ings. Those who wanted to bring more might pay 
for as-many pairs of stockings as they wished. When 
the money came in, we bought the stockings from a 
wholesale firm, paying on an average ten cents a 
pair, We had one hundred and fifty pairs, all sizes, 

The day of the exercise, which was an afternoon 
before Christmas, we told the children to bring any- 
thing else they wished,—groceries, toys, or clothing. 
We have always had a wagon-load of these good- 
things to take to the Amanda Smith Orphanage on 
Christmas Eve. 

Usually we write asking them what they most need. 
One year they needed warm blankets, and we were 
able to get twenty-one pairs of nice soft blankets for 
their beds. . Another year they asked sweaters for the 
boys and girls, giving us the ages, and we supplied. 
them with sweaters that year. But we always have 
the. groceries,to.send with these things, and a. goodly, 
number of toys. We usually take as many of the 
children as can go with us to deliver these things, 
They are always much interested in the little orphans. 

At another Christmas time we took care of fourteen 
families, near our own. neighborhood, Each class 


trimmed a.tree, and these small trees were:set around .., 
The.children attended to. : 


the.edge.of the platform. 
the stringing of the popcorn and the cranberries, and 
decorating the tree with tinsel and other ornaments. 
To the teacher of each class we gave a slip of paper 
with the number of people in the family which they 
were to care for. The ages of the children, whether 
boys or girls, and what they most needed, were men- 
tioned. With every tree that went out there was a 
sack of flour, a large amount of groceries, and toys 
and clothing for the children of that home, The 
children themselves did not know where these trees 
were placed. 

The Christmas exercises for the Beginners and 
Primary department are held apart from the main 
We always have a specially arranged pro- 


} gram with songs and recitations and stories. Several 


| 


g<le is too ideal, too serious, 


times we have had stereopticon views of the life of 
Jesus, and the children always go away from the 
church, not with hilarity, but with a reverent spirit. — 
Mrs. W. H. Dietz, Chicago. 


% 


The Plan That Was “Too Ideal” 


S FAR back as I can remember our Sunday- 
school,. which is not a large one, having an en- 
rolment of 257, has shared its good things with 

others at Christmas time. Although the great Christ- 
mas tree, with all its trivial gifts and with Santa Claus 
to distribute them, held the larger place in our cele- 
bration, yet there was always some portion set aside 
for the less fortunate of the children of our neighbor- 
hood, Little thought was given, I fear, to the bene- 
fit that could come to the members of our school. 
The givers were usually from among the adults, or 
the money for the gifts came from the treasury. 

At last some of us awoke to the fact that our ché/- 
dren were not having a share in the giving. Many 
plans were tried, with more or less suctess, until one 
day our elementary division superintendent received a 
copy. of that wonderful little book, ‘* White Gifts for 
the King.’’ After many readings she decided that 
it'was the plan for our school, and she brought it to 
our Workers’ Council and presented it. ‘* All with one 
consent began to make excuse."’ 
We can’t work that 
lan."’. -It was discarded. 


was rejected, some one saying: ‘‘I fear we shall lose. 





The decision was, - 


The next year. she brought it up.again, and again it .., 





THE‘SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





793 











Triumphs of a Real ‘“ Giving Christmas 
TEE RES. ene: Se. Setenre the. Sere. Dieting. dncwibed ‘hone ip Bir. Binud Juakia Baldwin's 
“Graded Forum” will fit every school, whether graded or not 





our praplts unless we have the Christmas tree and gifts."’ 
So again it was discarded for a cantata with the 
Santa Claus. 

When the time arrived Led Ste for preparation to 
be made. for the Christmas celebration this elementary 
division superintendent, being away, was not put on 
the committee on Christmas plans, but she was pres- 
ent at the Workers’ Council when the committee 
made its report. After the plans were presented, the 
superintendent asked her opinion, and she answered, 
‘« The plans are beautiful Santa Claus entertainments, 
but not the way to keep the King’s birthday."’ 

‘*What- is the way?’’ they asked. Again she 
ventured the ‘* White Gifts for the King.’’ 

A dead silence prevailed, until the Junior Depart- 
ment Superintendent spoke : ‘*I move we try this 
plan.’’ Our pastor seconded the motion, and the 
plan was accepted. Committees were appointed, and 
all went to work, Each department selected its gift, 
and prayerfully and enthusiastically set to work. 

Christmas Eve in New Orleans was a cold, rainy Sun- 
day, and it was the day we had selected for our cele- 
bration. But our hearts were glad and warm, and it 
was a large, happy throng that assenibled to present 
to our King the gifts for his birthday. At that beau- 
tiful quiet hour just before the night comes we gath- 
ered in our Bible school room, while the visitors as- 
sembled in the great auditorium upstairs. How beau- 
tiful it was that evéning as the soft shadows fell upon 
the green garlands, studded with white paper poin- 


'settias that festooned the gallery that surrounds the 


room! Before the choir-loft. that surmounts the pulpit 
(for this is an old-fashioned church, sixty-three years 





“White Gifts for the King 


A “Getting Christmas,” at which every one ex- 
pects to receive a present either from teacher, class, 
or school, has long-held sway in the Sunday-school. 


We have made more of Christmas than we have 
of Christ. We have made Christmas gifts to many 
people, but none direct to Him. 


A beautiful little Christmas book, entitled ‘* White 
Gifts for the King,” has had a remarkable ministry in 
changing these conditions. It tells of ‘‘ The Legend 
of Cathay,’”’—of a great king who received gifts from 
his people. ‘‘ Nor did the great king regard one gift 
above another so long as all were. white.” 


But it f€lls too how modern Sunday-schools can turn 
this ancient legend into glorious fact by gifts of Self, 
Service, and Substance. And many are doing it. 


in a school in Portland, Oregon, which used the 
‘* White Gift ’’ service one Christmas, there were 7 con- 
versions, 31 re-consecrations, 340 written pledges of 
** Service,” $80.46 in cash, and 18 baskets of provisions. 
Imagine the condition of heart and hope the pastor 
must have been in as he carried home 378 written 
pledges of specific help in all departments of church 
work for the coming year | 


Another superintendent writes : “It was a revela- 
tion to us of what a Christmas service may be made. 
Each class presented its white gift at the foot of the 
white cross which was beautifully set among Christ- 
mas trees on the platform, and each member of the 
school, old and young, placed in a large glass bowl an 
envelope containing his individual gift to the King. in 
our school of only aso the money gift amounted to 
$390, and there were four gifts of self and five of re- 
consecration. !n addition to these there were many 
promises of service of various kinds,” 


‘*The happiest Christmas our Sunday-school has 
ever-had,”’ is the verdict-of the school that tried ** The 
Plan That Was ‘ Too Ideal,’ ”’ whose story is told. on 
this page. 


The whole plan is described in the charming Christ- 
mas story, “ White Gifts for the King,”’ written by 
Mrs. Phébe'A. Curtis. A sixteen-page “‘ White Gift ”’ 
service, a leaflet for ‘‘ pledges of service,” an offering 
envelope, and explanatory circulars, are also pub- 
lished. to supplement the book. The complete outfit, 
withthe book in-handsome board binding, may be or- 
dered: through. The Sunday School Times Co. for 40 
cents, The Same outfit with the book in paper bind- 
ing costs 20 cents. Or the book may be ordered sep- 
arately at 15 cents in-paper and 35 cents:in cloth. 











old) hung a star of electric lights. These were the 
only lights. Soft music from the'grand organ cheered 
the hearts of our friends as they waited. 

At the appointed time the organist began the pro- 
cessional, and the school marched in by departments, 
each finding the place prepared for it. When all 
were seated the choir chanted a prayer, at the close of 
which the organ pealed forth the opening chords of 
‘* Joy to the world, the Lord is come.’’ The lights 
all over the room were turned on and the people sang 
together. Filled with the light of his love, the kneel- 
ing congregation poured out its thanksgiving in prayer 
to the Light of the world. Then a specially invited 
friend told the story of ‘‘The White Gifts,"’ and 
asked that each one who had prepared a gift would 
come with his department and place it in the baby 
cradle, draped in white, that stood before the pulpit. 

The Cradle Roll, Beginners, and Primary Depart- 
ment came first, singing, ‘*‘ Under the stars that holy 
night.’" They placed their white envelopes contain- 
ing money gifts, and some little garments wrapped in 
white, each one bringing some gift. 

Then came our splendid Juniors, reciting the Christ- 
mas story from Matthew's Gospel, and placed their 
gifts. Such noble gifts, for among them were many 
gifts of self. Among these gifts was found a card that 
read, ‘‘I give my life to Jesus,” signed by a Junior 
boy nine years old, who at that very hour, upon his 
sick bed, awaited the decision of the surgeon as to 
the advisability of an operation. Keen was his dis- 
appointment, for he was to have been the leader. 
Before the next Sunday God had taken our hero to 
his heavenly home. 

Following this came the Intermediates. and Seniors, 
Adults and Home Department, bringing their gifts of 
money, self, and service. 

Our pastor offered’our-prayer of thanksgiving, and 
then told the visitors, for we knew weeks before, that 
our money, offerings would,.be sent. to,the State Or- 
phanage, Our secretary reported the following : 

Gifts of substance, $40 ; gifts of service and self, 16. 

The program was concluded with the singing of a 
thanksgiving hymn. This’ was our Christmas service. 

On the Wednesday evening following, the whole 
school met in an old-fashioned sociable in the Bible 
school rooms, the children going to their rooms for 
games, while the older ones sang and made merry. 
Apples, oranges, and candy were the refreshments. 

When the workers again met all with one accord 
said : This is the happiest Christmas our Sunday- 
school has ever had.—Swuste M. Juden, New Orleans. 


< 
The Wonderful Name 


A Christmas Service for Juniors 


SERVICE for Juniors that will admirably fit into 
the Christmas celebration may be base«| on the 
names of Jesus. Appropriate hymns should be 

selected to precede and follow this service. 


One voice from Class 1; Jesus has been called by many 
names. An angel said to his mother, 

Class 1: Thou shalt call his name Jesus. 

One voice from Class 2: An angel said to the shepherds, 

Class 2: There is born to you this day in the city of David 
a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord. 

One voice from Class 3 : The Wise-men said, 

Class 3: Where is he that is born King of the Jews ? 

One voice from Class 4: A voice from heaven said, 

Class 4: This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased, 

One voice from Class 5 : John saw Jesus and said, 

Class 5: Behold, the Lamé of God/ 

One voice from Class 6: Nicodemus said, 

Class 6: We know that thou art a feacher come from 


One voice from Class 7: Jesus said of himself, 

Class 7: I am the good shepherd. 

One voice from Class 8: Again he said, 

Class 8: I am the “ght of the world. 

One voice from Class 9: Again he said, 

Class 9: I am the frame vine. 

One voice from Class 10: Again he said, 

Class 10: I am the resurrection, and the life. 

One voice: When Jesus said to his disciples, ‘“‘ Whom 
say ye that I am?’’ Simon Peter answered, and said, 

All: Thou art the Chrisé, the Son of the “ving -God. 


—Emma E. Porter, Newton Center, Mass. 


704 


Getting Started in Class 


ERVE, and courage, and faith, are just three 
ways of using, Ge same splendid side of real 
manhood, ou ever see a pitcher when 

the bases were full and only one run needed to lose 
the game? That's nerve. It was at one of the col- 
lege games last June, and that steady little chap in 
the box got himself right in hand and struck out 
three batters one after another. Of course the grand- 
stand cheered and cheered. Keith Falconer, when a 
high-spirited athletic lad at school, hung a printed 
roll of texts on the wall of his room. ‘That is moral 
courage. And faith is just another way that we use 
this same high quality. There is an endless list of 
men who have done just what these Levites did who 
carried the ark right into the water in full confidence 
that Almighty God would see them through their 
difficulty, if only they were not afraid to face it. 

William Tyndale grew up a studious youth and 

rsued his studies at both Oxford and Cambridge 
Universities. He got hold of a Greek New Testa- 
ment and read it and read it until he felt that every 
man in England ought to have the same privilege, 
He argued with the priests about it with no effect, 
until one day he answered to an 1 ae : “I def 
the Pope and all his laws ; and if God-spare me 
will one day make the boy that drives the plow in 
England to know more of ‘the Scripture than the 
Pope does!” After that he made this thing the 
one aim of his life. He was not to be stopped. 
When opposition and threats became ‘90 much 
to be ignored he accepted exile as his rtion, 
and in 1524, when forty-one years old, he left Eng- 
land, never to return. He fled from one city to 
another during the progress of his work, but never 
stopped the work till finally the New Tesiament was 
actuaily printed in English and shipped into Eng- 
land. In cases, in barrels, in bales of cloth, in sacks of 
flour,—in every secret way that could be devised, the 
books were sent into the vigilantly watched English 
ports, and were scattered far and wide throughout 
the country. ‘Tyndale did what he set out to do be- 
cause his faith did not fail, and somehow the hand of 
God always openéd the way. 


The Teacher’s Survey 

This lesson is full of most interesting ection, and 
the teacher’s ptivilege is, first, to make very plain the 
action, an@second, to interpret the moral and spiritual 
significance of the action, There is just one pause in 
thenarrative of the swift action of.the crossing, when 
Jehovah assures Joshua that. he will magnify him, 
and just there the teacher may well stop tq refer to 
4 : 14, showing how that promise was fulfilled. When 
the story is completed, then the motal significance 
should be developed. Professor Clow’s article on the 


facing page is devoted to this, and Dr. Erdman’s - 


(page 708) also, Should the teacher desire outside 
reading the volume in the Men of the Bible series, 
‘Joshua, His Life and ‘limes,” will be found to be 
very heipful, as the description is most full and vivid. 
Volume III in Edersheim’s Bible History, ‘Israel 
under Joshua and the Judges,”’ will prove useful. 


The Class in Session 


[Ic will be faund that some of the quotations from lesson writers 
vere g.ven have been omitted fr m the regular lesson articles for 
space consideratious. } 

‘he first act of Joshua was significant, for it was 
an act of py obedience to the directions of Jeho- 
vah as we read them in chapter 1. He sent out two 
spies to bring back word as to Jericho. It was an act 
of prudence, as Dr, Thomas (page 706) shows: 


The step of spying was dictated by prudence, for divine 
help never supersedes the need of human precaution (see 
Deut. 1: 22; Num, 13:1, 2). They returned with a re- 
port which led at once to action, 


The report of the spies reassured the people. Dr. 


Erdman contrasts the old with the new: 


The sending of spies to Jericho was not due to fear and 
unbelief as the mission of the spies forty years before 
(Num. 13). That fatal mission might have resulted in 
strengthening the confidence of Israel had all the spies 
been as faithful as Joshua and Caleb, and had the people 
trusted God; such indeed was the result of the revort of 
the two men who were now sent to Jericho (2 : 9, 10, 24). 
It is well for us to be informed of the character of our ene- 
mies, our dispositions, our besetting sins, that we may be 
prepared for the conflict and prove victorious in battle 
(Luke 14 : 26-33; Eph. 6: 12; Rom. 8: 35-30; = Pet. 5 : 8). 


These spies owed their lives to the sympathy of 
Rahab, whose character, as Dr. Erdman says, is full 
of interest, — 


Especially when we remember that she. became the an- 
cestress of our Lord. (Matt, 1: 3-6; Ruth 4: 18-32). Her 
faith was remarkable (Heb, 11: 31; Jas. 2:25). Jt was 
not strong enough or perfect enough to keep her from the 
sudden temptation to falsehood and deceit; yet it was 
manifest in the risking of her life to save the spies whom 
she received as the representatives of the people of the true 
God. Her knowledge must have been limited; yet she 
believed all that had been told her of the power and pur- 
pose of God, and by that faith she was justified, and by that 
faith she was sustained and. saved and transformed. She 
turned from her own sinful people, identified herself with 
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the people of God, and so shared in their blessed destiny 
(Rom, 10: 17; 5: 1-10). 


It'is possible that the spies were gone but three 
days, and that the crossing took place almost imme- 
diately after their return.” First, Joshua had the 
entire camp moved from Shittim (Dr. Tbomas, v. 1) 
right down to where the River Jordan was in plain 
view, and possibly the smoke from the fires in Jericho, 
Dr, Thomas says: 


The word Shittim means ‘acacias.”? It was in the 
plese of Moab by Jordan, opposite Jericho. As it is said 
n this narrative that the people were’at Shittim, for we 
find this out from Numbers 25 : 1, the undesigned coinci- 
dence is a testimony to historical trustworthiness. 


‘The people then proceeded at once to make an or- 
derly preparation for the crossing. Professor Clow 
calls attention to the deliberation and restraint: 


The first thing to mark is the orderly preparation for the 
work of God. The people are led down from their high 
encampment to the broad terrace which flanks the Jordan. 
There they spend three days of quiet, in which they are 
taught restraint, and learn that God’s wisdom marks the 
time, and not man’s eagerness. Then the officers are sent 
through the camp, now too large for a single assembly, to 
announce the order of the march. Next the thoughts of 
the people are fastened upon the Ark, which is to be car- 
ried before them. It must be marked that no hint is yet 
given of how this rushing and swelling Jordan is to be 
crossed, God does not detail the steps of lite’s journey 
long beforehand. . . . ** Ye have not~ passed: this* way 
heretofore,’’ is. the significant sentence which warns them 
that they are entering upon a new and strange ‘experi- 
ence. In every new and unknown and strangely bewil- 
dering way the One counsel is to keep our. eyes fixed on 
the ark and to follow its leadership. Then comes the final 
command, on the evening of the day’before the forward 
step is to be taken. .‘‘ Sanctify yourselves: for to-morrow 
the Lord will do wonders among you.”’ The significance 
of that command is that the final preparation for all service 
is an act of dedication in will and consecration in service. 


The advance was to be made first by the Ark of 
the Covenant, which was the symbol of the presence 
of God. ‘The Levites, who were the appointed: men 
for this service, were to carry the ark well in advance 
of the first rank of the people, at least a thousand 
yards (880 vards is half a mile), and the people were 
to follow. Dr. Mackie (page 706) throws light on this 
order : 


There shall be a space between you and it (Josh. 3 : 4). 
Those who bore the ark would have to zigzag toward the 
river, taking the easiest slopes so as to carry their burden 
as evenly and reverently as possible. By means of the in- 
terval, the host that followed could see the general direc- 
tion and follow in a more direct line. 


Just at this point, when all orders are given and 
being executed, Jehovah. speaks a word, a personal 
word, to Joshua, assuring him that this day he will 
begin to magnify him in the eyes of his followers, 
Part of the reward of obedience to God is the respect 
and confidence of others, and increased powers of 
discernment and leadership, as Professor Clow shows: 


One detail of this consecration requires especial consid- 
eration. On the morning of the great event, when, as 





VERY. week in The Sunday Schoe} Times Dr. James 

M. Stifler furnishes in his ‘“‘ Lesson Pilot” such 

a teaching article as is the basis of that which 

is given on this page. But inthis week’s Lesson Pilot, 

as here given, the comments of the Times’ other lesson- 

writers, to which Dr. Stifler ordinarily refers only by 

name and paragraph, are printed in full in order that 

readers may have a better opportunity to see what 

perhaps unrealized riches are theirs each week-in the 
** Pilot ” and other articles in the Times. 


Have you been using The Sunday Scheeb Times “ for 
all it is worth ” in your own lesson preparation’? 


And have other teachers whom you know, in your 
own school or in neighboring schools, not now taking 
the Times, been shown how fuily the paper is likely 
to meet their own needs ? If not, won’t you show them 
this page and ask them to try.it for themselves? 
Free specimen copies of this issue-will gladly be mailed 
to you, aS.many as you wish, for distribution among 
Sunday-school or church friends, if you will say on a 
postal how many copies you would like. 
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Joshua issued the command to the ‘priests to take up the 
ark; there came to him one of those moments whicli all 
men understand who attempt great things for God and ex- 
pect great things from him. ‘ This day will I begin to 
magnify thee.’’ ‘That points to an enlargement in vision, 
a quickening in courage, a reinforcement in will, and a 
strengthening of the whole power of the new leader. He 
became a bigger, more enlightened, more resolute man. 
No man will serve God with a noble self-abnegation and a 
costly daring, even in the humblest sphere, without being 
magnified in the sight of all. 


So they marched down to the Jordan. Ordinarily, 
the Jordan at this place was not more than thirty 
yards wide, and could be bony 4 waded across by any 
one; but as verse 15 tells us, it was harvest season, 
and Dr. Mackie tells what this means: 


In the months of March and April, when the harvest of 
barley and wheat is ripening on the lower levels, the in- 
creasing power of the sun and the occurrence of hot 
sirocco winds from the desert at that season of the year 
cause the snows of Lebanon above the Jordan sources to 
melt and flood the river-bed. 


‘*Jordan overflowing all its banks” at such a time 
is a swirling torrent, nearly a mile in width and very 
deep. It was into this tremendous rushing river that 
the priests dipped their feet, and at that moment 
the water began to fail. 

The specific mention of the place where the waters 
banked up leads us to believe that quite possibly this 
was one of those mediate miracles, and that just as 
a strong east wind drove back the Red Sea, so here a 
cliff or clay bank, cut under by years of flood, fell 
forward and closed the channel of the river. This 
has been known to happen on the Jordan. Notice 
Dr. Thomas’ comment : 


It is impossible to say whether or not some ordinary 
means were used to bring about the division of the waters. 
An earthquake or a dam (as in the thirteenth century) 
would have been sufficient, and this would harmonize with 
God’s usual method of working miracles by the use of ordi- 
nary instrumentalities, If so, it would be known as a 
‘*mediate miracle.’’ But whatever the means used the 
supernatural presence and power are evident. The story 
is sober, rational, and in accord with the geographical con- 
ditions (see Dr. G. F. Wright’s ‘‘ Scientific Confirmations 
of Old Testament History,’”’ pp. 130-144). 


One more special direction was now fulfilled; the 
ark of the Lord stood inthe river-bed until all the 
people passed by it and up on the other: side; then 
twelve men, one ‘from. each: tribe, descended to the 
river-bed,’and took up each man a great stone and 
carried it up to the shore and-erected there a memo- 
rial, a reminder of the crossing of the river. Dr, Erd- 
man brings out the meaning of this : 


The purpose was to express the gratitude of the people, 
to give praise and glory to,God, and to inspire in. coming 
generations faith in him (Josh. 4: 1-8). (The second of 
these ‘‘cairns’’ is described in v. 9. The description of 
the first, begun in vs, 1-8, is concluded in vs. 20-24.) Con- 
sider in this connection the helpful influences of other 
memorials, and particularly the memorial of our Lord’s re- 
deeming death, which we observe as a ‘‘ Eucharist,’’ a 
feast of ‘* thanksgiving,’’ and also to call to mind his love 
and grace and power (1 Cor, II : 23-26). 


The great significance of the crossing is that it was 
a deliberate act of faith. Three of the writers bring 
this out strongly. Thus Mr. Ridgway (page 706) savs: 


The people removed from their tents, to pass over Jorwvan 
(v. 14). This is one of the most faith full performances in 
history. The river was running full, and they were to 
trust God and go ahead over the invisible road. The river 
opened for them, as ‘‘ rivers ’’ always do for those who walk 
with God and step in. This is the way those of us of the 
yellow envelope must live. Nothing on earth but next 
pay-day to depend upon. But who worries when God is 
along? The ‘‘ark’’ stands and the waters do not come 
dewn, The rich man is denied this fun. Widow Burns, 
the mill-owner’s wife, does not know what it is to trust 
God for provision like Widow McNab, the cinder-snapper’s 
wife. Widow McNab sees the ‘‘ ark’’ in the Jordan and 
the waters piled up back of herself and the six little girls 
who must be housed, fed, and clothed. 


Professor Clow shows what faith demands: 


However much we may be prepared, and however encoure 
aged and strengthened faith is always a venture-at last. The 
priests, the men of stronger faith, are commanded to go first, 
They step right down to the brim of this deep, unfordable, 
swirling stream, and it does not part its ‘waters until their 
feet have stepped right in. So always we must go forward, 
bating no jot of our faith, although no sign of help appears. 


The promise of greater things which faith gives us 
is shown by Professor Erdman: 


Then, too, this experience strengthened the faith of the 
people, and made them certain that, as God had brought 
them into the land bya miracle, he would certainly give 
them possession of the whole land according to his promise. 
So for the Christian, the gift and presence of the Holy 
Spirit is a pledge and an earnest of our final victory over 
sin, and our full enjoyment of all the blessedness promised 
us by God (Eph. 1 : 13, 14; 2 Cor. 1: 225 5 : 1-5). 


While remembering that ‘this great historic/event 
has been used by the Christian world to symbolize 
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LESSON 9. NOVEMBER 30. CROSSING THE JORDAN 
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Joshua 3: 1-17; Psalm 114. Commit Joshua 3: 12, 13 
Golden Text: Fear thou not, for I am with thee.—lIsaiah 41 : 10 





various experiences of the followers of Christ,” let 
us specially apply it to the following great experience 
of which Dr. rdman writes : 

This historic incident gests an illustration of the en- 
trance upon higher spiritual experiences than are ee 
enjoyed. The Jordan becomes the symbol of the self-will, 
and self-confidence, and self-seeking, and self-indulgence, 
which have kept us out of the land of promise, in the wil- 
derness of defeat and failure and unrest. To come to the 
end of that self-life; to yield ourselves absclutely to the 
will and leadership of our Lord, is to enter upon the joy 
and peace and blessedness which belong to those who 
have been ‘raised from the dead”’ to sit ‘tin heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus’’ (Eph. 1:3; 2: 4-10; Phil. 4: 
4-9). 

The Lesson Summary 

Men are not mere puppets or even irresponsible 
children who have only to obey a set of fixed rules in 
this life. This Scripture shows us, as Scripture 
always does, that men are expected to move on and 
out into new ways and new things where they have 
not passed heretofore. It shows us that the way to 
make real progress in life is to wait until we are sure 
that it is God’s time to move, and then to go ahead 
regardless of danger. Man’s act of faith will be 
matched by God’s act of co-operation, and the result 
will always be the improvement of the man and his 
conditions, The people got across because they 
dared to march down to the roaring river. Oh, but 
God loves and honors men that have faith enough in 
him to dare a little something! Joshua was:-magni- 
fied in the eyes: of the people, and even to our own 
éyes so long after, because he dared to give the orders 


to go ahead when he did not know what Jehovah .- 


would do, but only that he had promised to do it. 
Finally, the story of the crossing teaches us that all 
true progress should be led by the presence New ark) 
of Jehovah. Our economic and social and educa- 


tional progress will not get across the roaring cur-:, 
rents of opposition till there come men and women, 
who, bearing the ark of God in their hearts, will dip. 


their feet in the river of difficulty, believing in the 
Lord to find for them a passage. 


Questions for Class Use 
1. What indicates. Joshua’s spirit of obedience ? 
2. Why did this crossing take place in so much more 
ceremonial a way than that of the Red Sea? 
3. Why did the ark lead the procession ? 
Why were the people bidden to sanctify themselves ? 
5. What facts in American history exhibit faith of the 
game sort as is shown at the crossing of the Jordan? 
6. What does it mean to ‘* magnify’? a man? 
. Of what value would that twelve-stone memorial be ? 
f What would be the effect of the crossing on the minds 
of the people? On Joshua? 


Other Teaching Points : 

‘s Joshua rose up early.’’ It isthe right way to go about 
a difficult task,—start right straight out for it without dawd- 
ling over it. A prompt and determined start is sometimes 
a large part of the battle. 

** After three days.’’ It is just as true that once we have 
made a start we should not be in too great a rush, but that 
every step should be right. The old rule for success was, 
‘* Be bold, be bold; be not too bold.’’ 


When you see the hand of God leading on ahead, then - 


the thing to do is to follow it, even if it involves that you 
**remove from your place,’’ 
| Memory needs constant reviving, and memorials are 
Llessed in refreshing that need. Let us thank our Lord 
for the memorials of his baptism and the last supper. 
When the Lord really takes a hand in our enterprises, 
they go along very smoothly, for God does not do things 
shabbily. He is a King, and leads and gives as a king. 


A Glimpse of Next Week’s Lesson 
i (Joshua 5: 10 to 6 : 27.) 
[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead, to quicken 
interest in the coming lesson. The suggestions and ques- 
tions are for the members’ home preparation, to be 
assigned in advance by the teacher.] 

After the Israelites had crossed the Jordan River, 
they did not hurry. There were various religious 
ceremonies that were commanded. No doubt they 
had to get accustomed to a new way of living, for 
now that they were in their own land the manna 
ceased to come day by day as formerly. Their first 
adventure was to remove the city of Jericho, and it 
was captured by as remarkable a method as one can 
imagine. 

1. What impression did the coming of Israel across the 
Jordan have on the inhabitants of Canaan? 

2. What religious ceremonies did Israel observe before 
making any further advances ? 

3. Why did Jehovah order that the city be attacked in 
such a peculiar way? 


Read Joshua 3 and 4 


7 And Jetiaveh said wate J oshua, This day will I begin to 
magnify thee in the sight of all Israel, that they may know that, 
as | was with Moses, so I will be with thee. 8 And thou shalt 
command the priests that bear the ark of the covenant, saying, 
When ye are come to the brink of thé waters of the Jordan, ye 
shall stand still in the Jordan. 9 And Joshua said unto the 
children of Israel, Come hither, and hear the words of Jeho- 
vah your God. 10 And Joshua said, Hereby ye shall know 
that the living God is among you, and that he will without fail 
drive out from before you the Ca’naan-ite, and the Hittite, and 
the Hivite, and the Per’iz-zite, and the Gir’ga-shite, and the 
Am/o-rite, and the Jeb’u-site. 1x Behold, the ark of the cove- 
nant of the Lord of all the earth So my over before you into 
the Jordan. 12 Now therefore take you twelve men out of the 
tribes of Israel, for every tribe aman. 13 And it shall come 
to pass, when the soles of the feet of the priests that bear the 
ark of Jehovah, the Lord of all the earth, shall rest in the wa- 
ters of the Jordan, that the waters of the Jordan shall be cut 
off, even the waters that come down from above ; and they 
shall stand in one heap. 

14 And it came to pass, when the people removed from their 
tents, to pass over the Jordan, the priests that bare the ark 
of the covenant being before the people ; 15 and when they 
that bare the ark were come unto the Jordan, and the feet of 
the priests that bare the ark were rr in the brink of the 
water (for the Jordan overfloweth all its banks all the time of 
harvest), 16 that the waters which came down from above 
stood, and rose up in one heap, a great way ! off, at Adam, the 
city that is beside Zar’e-than ; and those that went down toward 
the sea of the Ar’a-bah, even the Salt Sea, were wholly cut off : 
and the people passed over right against Jericho. 17 And the 
priests that bare the ark of the covenant of Jehovah stood firm 
on dry ground in the midst of the Jordan; and all Israel 
passed over on dry ground, until all the nation were passed 
clean over the Jordan. 


1 Another reading is, off Yrom. 
The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons 


. 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 


ng references here given are usually to paragraphs by num- 
. of the various: lesson-articles in‘ this isstre’of the Times] 

‘Verse 10:—-Who were the various peoples here men- 
tioned ? (Thomas. ) ;:. 

‘Verse 12.—'For what purpose were these twelve men to 
be thus chosen ? (Thomas ; Mackie, 3; Ridgway, 2.) 

‘Verse ¥3.In what ‘way wére the waters to ‘be cut off 
and stand in one heap? (Thomas.) 

Verse 15.—Why does it refer to ‘‘all’’ the banks of the 
Jordan? (Thomas; Mackie, 2; Class in Session.) 

Verse 16.—How far from where the Israelites were 
camping was the city of Adam? Where was the sea of the 
Arabah? Was the holding back of the Jordan River at 
this time miraculous? (Thomas; Visiting the Lesson 
Scenes ; Erdman, Friday ; Rogers.) 

Psa. 114 : 4.—What is the significance of comparing the 
mountains and hills to rams and lambs? (Thomas. ) 

Verse 8,— What is the reference to turning the reck into 
a pool of water? (Thomas. ) 








4. Why should Jehovah order the extermination of a 
whole city full of people ? 
5. See if you can discover in the lesson 


Some bad news. 

A change of diet. 

An unexpected visitor, 
Queer music, 

A special pass. 

A special collection, 
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Crossing the River 
By the Rev. Professor W. M. Clow, D.D. 


HIS restrained and artless narrative hides from 
a heedless reader the momentousness of this 
crossing of the Jordan into that land of promise 
which had been the dream and desire of the people 
of Israel for many centuries. - The scene itself, when 
rightly imagined, is dramaticin its movement. The 
historic issues are far-reaching and significant for all 
humanity. God was leading his-people into this land 
to be a little sanctuary for their faith, the furnace of 
their refining, and the stage of the world’s supreme 
tragedy aud lores mightiest triumph. Such a stor 
is rich in suggestion both as to the ways of God wit 
his people and thé more critical moments in a re- 
ligious experience. 

The first thing to mark is the orderly preparation 
for the work of God. The people are led down from 
their high encampment to the broad terrace which 
flanks the Jordan. ‘There they spend three days of 

uiet, in which they are taught restraint, and learn 
that God’s* wisdom marks the time, and not man’s 
eagerness. Then the officers are sent through the 
camp, now too large for a single assembly, to an- 
nounce the order of the march. Next the thoughts 








of the people are fastened upon the Ark, which is to 
be carried before them, It must be marked that no 
hint is yet given of how this rushing and swelling 
Jordan is to be crossed. God does not detail the 
steps of life’s journey ae beforehand. The one 
counsel is that they are to keep their eyes fixed on 
the Ark, and for that purpose must allow a space of 
more than half a mile between the ark and the fore- 
most rank of the people. ‘Ye have not passed this 
way heretofore” is the significant sentence which 
warns them that they are entering upon a new and 
strange experience. In every new and unknown and 
strangely bewildering way the one counsel is to keep 
our eyes fixed on the ark and to follow its leadership, 
Then comes the final command, on the evening of the 
day before the forward step is to be taken. ‘ Sanctify 
yourselves : for to-morrow the Lord will do wonders 
among you.” The significance of that command is 
that the final preparation for all service is an act of 
dedication in will and consecration in service. 

One detail of this consecration requires especial 
consideration. On the morning of the great event, 
when Joshua issued the command to the priests to 
take up the ark, there came to him one of those 
moments which all men understand who attempt 
—_ things for God and expect great things from 

im. ‘This day will I begin to magnify thee.” 
That points-to an enlargement in vision, a quickening 
in courage, a reinforcement in will, and a strength- 
ening of the whole power of the new leader. He 
became a bigger, more enlightened, more resolute 
man. Noman will serve God with a noble self-abne- 
gation and a costly daring, even in the humblest 
sphere, without being magnified in the sight of all. 

The second thing to mark is the significance of the 
Ark. The ark had its simplest religious value in 
that it held the two tables of stone, the pot of manna 
and Aaron’s rod, It was embalmed history, a con- 
stant reminder of their wondrous past. Its higher 
office was to be the mercy seat and place of com- 
munion between God and his people.. But its supreme 
function was to be the symbol of the presence of God. 
God was ‘‘the living God” tv. 10), but he was the 
unseen God, of whom ‘no likeness must be made. 
Yet God stoops to his people’s weakness, and permits 
them the use of symbols. The pillar of clond and of 
fire had been the symbol of the wilderness, befitting 
the need of the stg as they journeyed. Now the 
ark is to be the symbolof the presenceof God. That 
is what the t of the 114th Poke emphasizes when 
he asks, ‘‘ What ailed thee, thou Jordan, that thou 
wast driven back?” and he answers, ‘' At the pres- 
ence of the God of Jacob.” We need nosuch symbols 
now since Christ has come, and the Holy Spirit leads 
and guides his people, Yet in our Bible and in our 
sacraments and in the Church of Christ we have those 
helps to our faith, and those assurances of God's 
presence and power which we need as we pass out, 
and pass on, in unknown and untrodden ways. 

The third thing to mark is the act of faith. How- 
ever much we may be prepared, and however en- 
couraged and strengthened, faith is always a venture 
atlast. Here we see how God makes the way easy 
for the feeble. The priests, with the ark; that is, 
the men of stronger faith, are commanded to go first. 
They step down right to the brim of this deep, unford- 
able, swirling stream, and it does not part its waters 
until their feet have steppedright in. So always we 
must go forward, bating no jot of our faith, although 
no sign of help appears. Daniel must enter his den. 
Paul rust pass into his prison. John must lie im- 
mured in Patmos, in an unquestioning faith. But 
God's hand will shut the lions’ mouths, open the 
prison doors, and bridge the sundering sea, as he 
checked the waters of Jordan thirty miles above the 


spot where the people stepped down into the slime of ' 


the empty river 

The fourth thing to mark is the parable drawn 
from this religious experience, It is a parable for 
life. We must go forward even when there seems to 
be no way. Only be sure of God’s leadership, and 
of God's call to a duty, and we need neither hesitate 
nor fear. But the parable may also be applied to 
death. Some expositors deprecate the use Bun- 
yan made of this incident. ut no man looks well 
correcting Pe Bunyan, and his insight was never 
at fault. hen it is said that the crossing of the 
river should not be taken as a parable of our experi- 
ence in dying, because this was the beginning of a 
struggle and conquest, the deeper significance of the 
eventis missed. This was the end of the pilgrimage. 
This was the entry into the promised inheritance. 
This was the beginning of a new life. These are our 
experiences when, life’s pilgrimage over, we cross 
the river of death to begin that new life with Christ. 
In the crossing our strength and comfort are also the 
presence of God. 

Giascow, ScoTLanp. 


<> 
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. and the end of. Israel’s journey. 
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The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 
71 spies (chap, 2) was one of the first acts 

of Joshua, It probably took place 
when the command was given to the Israel- 
ites (chap, 1), for the three Lg = of shapies 
2 : 22 may include the whole time spent by 
the spies. As they were pursued (2: 7), 


they must have been sent immediately after 
the death of Moses. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 


“HE Connection.—The sending of the 





Verse 10.— Living : Not some idol or dead 
man, but an ever-present God. ‘The phrase 
is very frequently used of God (see also v. 
11).--Canaanile: Descendants of Canaan, | 
the son of Ilam (Gen. 9: 18). The word 
meats ‘* Low,’ and is thought by some to 
‘signify Lowlanders, because the Canaanites 
inliabited the less’ mountainous parts of Pal- 
estine. The seven nations mentioned refer 
to the inhabitants of the land, It is thought 
that the kings of Palestine owed a kind of 
feudal allegiance to the head of the Hittites 
at Carchemish, But, if so, there was prac- 
tical independence in the time of Joshua, the 
various nationalities forming a confederacy. 
—Hittite; The principal tribe at this time 
(1 : 4).—Aivite: See Genesis 10 : 17; 34: 
2. Apparently a quiet race, living in the 
center ‘and north,—Perissite: The word 
means a ‘*countryman,’’ as distinguished 
from one who dwelt in a house, Perhaps 
they were not so much a particular tribe as 
a gathering of men from various tribes en- 
gaged in ayriculture.—Girgashite: Only 
mentioned here and 24:11, Genesis 15: 
21, Deuteronomy 7:1. Apparently a small 
tribe. —Amorite: The most powerful of the 
Canaanitish -peoples.—febusi/e: Occupying 
the district around Jerusalem (2 Sam. § : 6-8). 

Verse 12,—7welve; Representative of 
each tribe, ‘The reason for which they were 
chosen is seen later (4: 1). 

Verse 13,—Cut off: The river’ was to be 
divided by that part of the water failing, be- 
low thé place of crossing. —Aeap. A pic- 
turesque expression (sée Psat 33 : 7). 

Verse 15.—Ad/ its banks * See 4:18, The 
siver has double banks, lower and higher, 
and like terraces, Not merely full, but over- 
flowing at the harvest season, aS ‘many trav- 
elers have proved, Snow in the north melts 
and swells the streams, causing the river to 
rise. — Harvest; Barley harvest, which took 
place about the tenth day of the first month, 
answering to our April. It is significant that 
Rahab three days before this possessed un- 
dried stalks of flax, and from Exodus 9 : 31- 
33 barley and flax are said to have ripened 
together, an indication that the narrative 
comes from those who knew conditions with 
accuracy and minuteness, ‘ 

Verse 16.—Adam,; Not named elsewhere. 
It is usually identified with Admah (Gen. 
14: 2) in the plain of Jordan, The margin 
gives another reading, as the text is doubt- 
ful. Perhaps it should be, ‘‘they rose up 
one heap, very far off, at the city Adam.’’— 
Zarethan; {n the plain of Jordan not-far 
from Succoth.—-Arabah; ‘The sea of the 
**desert,’’ the term being applied to any 
sterile region, and here referring to the ster- 
ile low country which borders on the Jordan, 
extending south from the lake of Galilee. — 
Salt: Also called the Dead Sea from the 
lack of movement in its waters as well as 
from the apparent absence of life.—Passed 





over: It is impossible to say whether or not 
some ordinary means were used to bring | 
about the division of the waters. An earths | 
quake or a dam (as in the thirteenth century) | 
would have been sufficient, and this would 
harmonize with God’s usual method of work- 
ing miracles by the use of ordinary instru- 
mentalities. If so, it would be known as a 
** mediate miracie.’’. But whatever the 
means used the supernatural presence and 
power are evident. The story is sober, ra- 
tional, and ia accord with the geographical 
conditions (see Dr, G, F. Wright’s ‘* Scien- 
tific Confirmations of Old Testament His- 
tory,’’ pp. 130-144). 

Psalm 114 : 3.—Ved: The entire history 
is referred to, including the Red Sea and the 
Jordan which are here personified. ars 
two wonders: suitably. mark the beginning 


Verse 4.—Rams.: A poetical description 
of the earthquake associated with the giving 
of the law at Sinai (Exod. 19 : 18). Beery. 
thing was subservient to the will of Jehovah. 

Verse 8.—Rock: A general statement in- 
dependent of time, teaching that He whe 
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made water to flow from the rock can still 
provide blessing for his people. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Living Weight.—ercby ye shall know 
that the livng Ged tis among you (¥. 10). 
The difference between Jehovah and all 
other gods has been the matter of life. Like 

ods, like peoples. The Jews are still.a 
ive people. But Babylon, Egypt, Rome, 
Greece, are dead with their dead gods. 


| Nothing can keep going. uniess there is life 


in it, Business nor Sunday-school, When 
the Jews took Baal and his like they became 
a dying nation and passed to Babylon, ‘* ‘The 
‘ren Commandments are out of date,’’ says 
the business house, and it soon passes. Our 
God is a living God, and so is always doin 

things for his children, I remember wel 
when the living God got into the Forsdick 
family. They had been smart, prosperous, 
cold, and respectable. But they didn’t 
weigh an ounce, But now their influence 
for good weighs tons, because they are alive 
(John to; 10; 1 Pet. 2: 4). 


Wanted, a Man.— For every tribe a man 
(v. 12), A man. The real thing, Don’t 
you think the best Benjamite, Gaddite, etc., 
was selected ? When it comes to man-choos- 
ing the mind takes a brace, It becomes 
critical and microscopic automatically, 
Friendship and partiality hesitate, The 
merit of a man bobs suddenly to the surface 
in a surprising way. One of our large man- 
ufacturers died the other day. ‘The order 
came to the mill, ** Pick out six among the 
oldest men for pall-bearers.’’ It was care- 
fully done. We all recognized Jim Fellows, 
George Cox, William Barr, Seth Waters, 
Mosey Boyer, Alex Biddle, as the very pick 
of the two thousand men in the mill. And 
all they did was to carry the precious box 
cohtaining the body of their old employer. 
It was an honor to be selected, and the se- 
lectors made no mistake. In évery case 
they selected a MAN. And Joshua saw to it 
that just such a selection was made. Can 


ryou fellows take a hint? (2 Sam. 10: 12; 


I Cor. 16: 13.) 


With the Ark.— Zhe people removed from 
their tents, ‘o pass over Jordan (v. 14). This 
was one of <he most: faith full performances 
in history, The river was running full, 
and they were to trust God and go ahead 
over the invisible road, ‘The river opened 
for them as ‘‘rivers’’ always do for those 
who walk with God and step in. This 
is the way those of us of the yellow envelope 
must live. Nothing on earth but next pay- 
day to depend upon, But who worries when 
God is along? The “ark”? stands and the 
waters do not come down, The rich man is 
denied this fun. Widow Burns, the mill- 
owner’s wife, does not know what it is to 
trust God for provision: like Widow McNab, 
the cinder-snapper’s: wife. Widow McNab 
sees the ‘‘ark ’’ in the Jordan and the waters 
piled up back of herself and the six little 
gils who must be housed, fed, and clothed. 
There is only one way to get from the desert 
into the land of milk and honey, and that is 
right past ‘* the ark in the midst of Jordan ’”’ 
(Exod. 25 : 22). 


Patience.—A// the time of harvest (v. 
15). God never sounds the’ dinner-horn 
until dinner is‘ready. When God takes you 
into your Canaan evervthing will be ready, 
aud the barns will be fuil. Are you fretting 
at delay on the eastern bank? ‘The harvest 
is not ready (Heb. 10 : 36; Prov. 15 : 6). 
Fred Simpson worked alopg year after year 
in a place where few died and none resigned. 
It looked like -the- same old job forever for 
Fred. ‘lhen all at once the Jordan opened, 
and Fred went over at the time of the hare 
vest. All debts had been worked off, and 
the ‘*barn’’ was full, All Fred had to do 
was to run things with that ease which came 
of his long training and ripened judgment. 
Fred confessed to Dorothy thatthe tiew posi- 
tion with the big nate and the big pay was 
a ‘*soft snap.’ So if you are over on the 
eastern bask next the désert just keep right 
on. ‘*Saw wood’ and say nothin’,’’ and 
leave things entirely to God. ‘He is running 
this world, and the business you are in, and 
he is running you. You'll reach Canaan at 
the time of the harvest. 


— The ark of the covenant. . 
the mtdst of the Jordan (v. 17). 


God in the 


John Francis, Courtland, Ontario, 





midst. Prayer is nothing else than God in 
the midst. An appreciation of God. A 
sense of his presence as surely as those who 
that day saw the ark of him in the Jordan. 
‘The father in the midst of his family, and not 
in the midst of money-getting and pleasure- 
seeking. The father touched by his family, 
honored by his family, loved by his- family, 
obeyed by his family. The my, vy ~ has 
to beg a thing of the father. e father 
always happy to do his best for such a fam- 
ily, Well, that is God for you. That is the 
Ark in the midst. ‘The waters cannot come 
down until all are on. as soon as men 
get the Ark in the midst all Jordans will open, 
all Jerichos will fall and all life will be a 
Canaan of milk and honey and full harvest. 
Not a man, not a church, not a nation, will 
ever have to say, ‘*O Father, give us.’’ 
Like Bengel, we whisper, ‘¢I thank. thee, 
Father, we are on the same good terms’’ 
(Matt.6:8). © 


COATESVILEE, Pa, 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the con- 
duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 

tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each week. A circulat explaining the 
acceptance of material, and the year's lesson 
calendar, will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


On the Rock.—-Fear thou not, for I am 
with thee (Golden Text). A sailor in a ship- 
wreck was once thrown upon a small rock, 
and clung to it, in great danger, until the 
tide went down. ‘Say, Jim,’’ asked his 
friends after he was rescued, ‘‘didn’t you 
shake with fear when you were hanging on 
that rock?’’. ‘*Yes; but the rock didn’t,’’ 
was the significant reply. Christ is the Rock 
of Ages.—Mrs. R. W. Lowe, Delevan, New 
York. From Sabbath Reading. 


Taking Big Risks.— Fear thou not, for I 
am with thee (Golden. Text). A business 
man was talking with the head of a mission- 
ary society about the work in the interior of 
uncivilized’ Paraguay among the Indians of 
that land, .‘* Don’t you~ever feel in any 
sense wrong,’” the business map asked, *‘in 
sending.out a young girl into: the hardships 
aud pe‘ils of thé-field2’’. **No,’’ answered 
the missionary, ** for I: know that those: who 
go, go trusting not in me, not i a society, 
but trusting in God. We may .ake unlim- 
ited risks, both--with ourselves and with 
others, when God is the guarantee to them 
and to us.—Mary £. Watson, Hartford, 
Conn. From an editorial in The Sunday 
School Times. 


The Comforting Hand:—/ear thou not, 
for Lam with thee (Golden Text). Dr. 
Cuyler told the story of a prominent business 
man whose Christian wife had died praying 
for his conversion, One night, while lying 
awake in the darkness of his room, he heard 
a voice from the little bed at his side, ‘* Take 
my hand, papa, it’s so dark.’’? He reached 
forth his large, strong hand, and took the 
smail, trembling one in it until the fright- 
ened child fell asleep. Then that strong 
business man looked up through the dark- 
ness, and said, **‘ Father, take thou my hand 
as I have taken the hand of my child, and 
give rest of soul, for Jesus’ sake,”” Then it 
was that he felt the comforting influence of 
the Divine Presence, and knew that God was 
nigh.zeWV. R. Clark, St. Helier, Jersey, 
Eng. From the Christian Age. 


Three Good Cheers.—/ am with thee 
(Golden Text), In the life of the late ‘Thomas 
Bone, the well-known worker among the 
sailors, an incident is given where Mr. Bone 
told his hearers of three good cheers. ‘*‘ The 
first is the cheer of forgiveness, as our 
Saviour said, ‘ Be of good cheer, thy sins be 
forgiven thee.’ The second is the cheer of 
companionship. Jesus said, ‘Be of- good 
cheer. It is I, be not afraid.’ And the 
‘third is the cheer of victory. ‘Be of good 
cheer, I have overcome the world,’ ’’—A/rs. 
Can. 
From “The King’s Own,” in Onward. The 
prise for this week is awarded to this tllus- 
tration, 


When You Step. In.—And it shall come 
to pass, when the. soles of the feet of the 
priests that bear the ark of Jehovah, shall 
rest in the waters of the Jordan, that the 
waters of the Jordan shall be cut off (v. 13). 
Brought face to. face with duties that seem 
impossible to human vision, I ,love to recall 
the closing words .of.a sermon on this text 
by the Rev. Dr. Dennis‘ Wortman, listened 


F function and spectacle. 
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to over forty years ago: **‘ When you mean 
duty, God-means grace.’’— Mrs, J. C. La- 
baree, West Medway, Mass. 


= 
Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Missionayy to the Jews, and Minister 
of the Angfo-American Congregation 
in Beyrout 


HERE shai/ be a space between you and 
it (Josh. 3: 4). Those who bore the 
ark would have to zigzag towards. the 

river, taking the easiest slopes so as to carry 
their burden. as evenly and reverently as ame 
sible. By, means of the interval, the host 
that followed could see the general direction 
and follow in a more direct line. 

The Jordan overfloweth all its banks all 
the time of harvest (v.15). In the months 
of March and April, when the harvest of 
barley and wheat is ripening on the lower 
levels, the increasing power of the sun and 
the occurrence of hot sirocco winds from the 
desert at that season -of the year cause the 
snows cf Lebanon above the Jordan sources 
te melt and flood the river-bed. 

Take you twelve men out of the F omg 
(4:2). It showed Joshua’s knowledge of 
his own Oriental people. In the East, if 
anything special is to be done, special men 
must be specially appointed to attend to it. 
Even then, in any time of excitement, the 
duty may be neglected, At the recent cere- 
mony connected with the opening of the 
heightened Assouan dam over the Nile some 
of the invited guests noticed a parcel araes 
in an old red handkerchief lying Dy itself on 
the face of a rock, It appeared to be a 
workman’s dinner, and it was placed where 
a slight nudge would send it splash into the 
river. It contained the medals in their little 
cases whieh the khedive was to present to 
those who had superintended the construc- 
tion. A native official had been entrusted 
with the packet, but he couldn’t resist the 
temptation to see the function and the dis- 
tinguished men in uniform around the khe- 
dive. Even Lord Kitchener’s mastery of 
detail could not control the Oriental love of 
There is much in 
Falstdff’s saying, ‘*‘ Beware of instinct.’’ 
Joshua acted upon it, 


ALEXANDRIA, EGypt. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 
A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God of 


Moses and of Joshua, we thank thee that thou 
dost ever lead thy people in wavs which only 
thy power can open! We praise thee for 
bringing us to the brink of the impossible, be- 
cause we have known, in our helplessness, how 
thou dost take away the burden of that word. 
In times of bewilderment, when we are moving 
through experiences new and ominous, we know 
that nothing there is strange to thee, and we trust 
thy guidance. ‘Teach us, we pray thee, a sim- 
pler trust, as we remember that it is thy wav te 
give large margins of safety to those who rest 
in thee for every need. In Jesus’ name we 
pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—[Have a small com- 
pass in your hard as you begin‘ to speak. 
Can any of the boys tell me how they woul 
try to find the north if they had lost their 
way in the woods? Oh, yes, the sun would 
tell you,—if the sun was to be seen ! 

Yes, moss often-is found on the north side 
of trees, but you cannot always be sure of 
that sign. Suppose you were lost on a clear 
night,—what then? Certainly, the North 
Star! Could you depend on that? Yes, 
whenever you can see it. Butif clouds hide 
the sun, and hide the North Star, is there any- 
thing else you could have that would help? 
Yes, a compass, like this. A true compass 
points to the north. It finds you. Ernest 
Thompson Seton quotes the Indian way of 
putting it: ‘* You are not lost, it is the ¢epece 
that is lost.’’ And how often we do get lost in 
woods of- one sort or another, if we haven’t 
been watching a true compass! The Israel- 
ites needed sure guidance, God gave it: 
‘*For ye have not passed this way hereto- 
fore,’’ as Joshua’s officers said to the people 
near-the Jordan. We too must go over 
many strange and difficult ways. Some- 
times we seem confused and puzzled. But 
here is a true. compass,—God’s word, point- 
ing to the unchanging God who is always 
giving guidance to.those who will receive it. 
And God ‘will do wonders among us! See! 


We are just wanderers; lost ‘and troubled 






































LESSON FOR NOV. 30 (Josh. 3: 1-27; Psa. 114) 


and afraid, apart from him, rite wan- 
derers on the board.}] And is ready to 
do wonders for us when we obey! [Change 
the a to o; the second e tos, and strike off 
the rs.] It isn’t much of a change in spell- 
ing, to he sure. But what a change in liv- 
ing and service, in joy and peace! Do you 
know what a compass you have? 
PHILADELPHIA, 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


‘* A mighty fortress is our God.” 

‘* Faith of our fathers, living still.’’ 

‘God moves in a mysterious way.”’ 

** Guide me, O thou great Jehovah.” 

** He leadeth me: oh, blessed thought."’ 

* How os a foundation, ye saints of the 
rd.”” 


* My faith looks up to-thee.””. 
**O troubled heart, be thou not afraid."’ 
(Ref 


h 


in p are to the metrical 
Psalm book “ Bible Songs.’’) 
Psalm 124 : 1-5 (269 : 1, 2). 
Psalin 44 : 1-4 ‘(91 : 1-4). 
. Psalm 74 : 13-16 (153 : 1-4). 
Psalm 114 : 1-6 (230 : 1-4). 
Psalm 106 : 1-4 (217 : 1-3). 


ie b 4 
One New Plan Every Week 


The Touch of Novelty that is Needed 
for Successful Teaching— - 


By Amos R. Wells, Litt.D., LL.D. 


EMORIAL Sronss. — The following 
exercise will be used at or near the 
close of the lesson. It refers to the 

pile of memorial stones, twelve, one for each 
tribe, set up.in the midst of the river Jordan 
after the Israelites had crossed, and the simi- 
lar pile afterwards erected at Gilgal to com- 





* memorate this glorious event. The teacher 


and class will in their turn commemorate it 
by rearing a little pile of stones, which will 
be placed on the table, or on a chair if you 
have no table. Upon each stone the teacher 
will have. painted (ink; may be ysed) the 


name of: a.tribe, and also a word indicating ||, 
something for which at this..time the. He-, 


brews should have been exceedingly grateful. 
The reasons for gratitude in each case will 
he brought out by the teacher’s questions, 
thus : 

1. Ancestors (Reuben),—The Hebrews 
should have been grateful for their noble 
‘imcestors, — Abraham, Isaac,’ Jacob, and 
Joseph, without whom the tribes would never 
have had the character necessary to become 


a great nation. This is the Reuben stone | 


lecause Reuben was Jacob’s o/dest child. 
Speak of the noble men. who founded our 
nation. 


2. Revelation (Simeon),—Without God’s ° 


disclosures of himself even the strength of 
Abraham would have been of no avail. 
Moses would not have been able to lead his 
people unless God had first led him. 

3. The Ark (Levi).—This is the Levi 
stone, because the Levites cared for the ark. 
‘The ark was the visible token of God’s pres- 
ence with his people, and the Israelites, like 
us, needed such a token. 

4. Training (Judah).—This is the Judah 
stone, because Judah himself was developed 
mightily by. the training of affliction and re- 
sponsibility which he received. 
Israelites should have been grateful for the 
long and valuable training they had received 
from their experiences in Egypt and the wil- 
derness. 

5. Exodus (Issachar), — The crowning 
evidence of God’s favor was the deliverance 
from Egypt, and for this the Israelites were 
profoundly grateful all through their history. 
Has not God equally delivered us from 
bondage ? 

6. Canaan (Zebulon), —It would have 
been no kindness to deliver the Israelites 


from Egypt if a land of their own had not | 


been ready for them. God never gives men 
halfway gifts. 

7. joshua (Ephraim).—Joshua was a de- 
scendant of Ephraim, and so is placed upon 
the Ephraim stone. ‘The Hebrews had in- 
cfeasing reason to be grateful for this provi- 
dential leader. 

8. . Moses (Manasseh) .—Moses formed the 
Hebrew nation. It owed more to him than 
to all men. besides. 

9. .God’s Favor (Benjamin),—This is placed 
upon the Benjamin stone because Benjamin 
was the favorite child of Jacob, after Joseph 
Was carried away. 

10. God’s Promises (Gad), — Beginning 


So the | 


with Abraham, they extended throughout all 
Hebrew history, and reach down to us, 

11. Postponement (Asher).—It was best 
for the Hebrews of to have the promises 
fulfilled till their characters warranted it, as 
it is best for us also; and for this oy 
ment through the forty years in the rt 
they should have been profoundly grateful. 

12. Jordan (Dan).— The Jordan. repre- 
sents the trials through —_ tes 
passed in Egypt and in the erness, and 
the trials that lay before them. We also 
have our trials, but we should be grateful for 
them because they bring us closer to God, 
and prove to us his power and love. 

13. Fulfilment (Naphtali). The promises 
were abundantly and absolutely fulfilled in 
the history of the Hebrews, as they will be 
in our history if we will obey God. 

Note that'there are thirteen stones rather 
than twelve, as the Israelites had. This is 
because Ephraim and Manasseh, Joseph’s 
two sons, each became father of a tribe. On 
the other hand Levi, the tribe of priests, was 
not reckoned with the tribes, as it had no 
patrimony of land. But surely in this memo- 
rial of God’s mercy we do ‘not want to leave 
out Levi! The teacher may prefer to place 
Ephraim and Manasseh on the same stone, 
thus making twelve. 
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Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


** A plain photograph does not put one into 
such close touch with distant lands. ith 
_ these eronaparhe one seems to be on the 
spot and to feel the sun and the wind.’’— 


Ren . Prof. of Theolog > 
* Siskie Univerths. ‘ 


HE number 43 on our map is (in order 
to avoid crowding marks too much), 
set at some distance from the point of 

the small V to which it belongs, and attached 
to it by a zigzag. The point is, you notice, 
close beside the river, on its western bank, 





We will stand to-day at that point and look 
southeastward across a bend of the’stream. | 
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At our feet is the little space of bare 
| ground which we saw last week from a cliff 
on the Moab side. (That cliff is now just 
out of range at our left.) At our right, and 
at our left, and ahead, beyond a stretch of 
| shimmering brownish waters, trees and bushes 
| cover the banks with tangled greenery ; but 
i right here the ground is open, as if it had 
been trodden by many feet. A number of 
Bedouin with long frocks and picturesquely 
| voluminous head-coverings of cloth, are 
loitering on the bank directly before us, 
watching the ceremony of baptism as admin- 
istered by a bearded clergyman. This is, in 
fact, the spot which old traditions declare to 
be the place of Jesus’ baptism, and every 
year thousands of Christians come here either 
for that rite or to bathe in the-sacred waters 
in memory of the Master. 

Nebody to-day knows the. exact place 
where Joshua and the Israelites crossed, 
but it must have been near here, because it 
was opposite Jericho. Use a stereograph en- 
titled, ** Baptizing in the Jordan.”’ 

Forty-five places are being visited this year, 
The forty-five stereographs cost $7.50, and if 
they are all ordered at one time, a cloth-bound. 
gold-lettered case is given free. “Ten places 
will be described with the lessons of this fourth 
quarter, ; .cost, $1.67. ‘The four for November 
alone, 67 cents.,. Less than four‘in one order are 
20 cents each. . Stereoscopes, 85 cents each. 
Postage or express will be prepaid on all orders 


| for stereographs or stereoscopes. “ Address The 





' what they were told todo. They must. be 


''God’s promise, ‘* Fear thou not, for I am 
, with thee.’’ The people gremoee to obey 





| Sunday School Titres Company; ‘Yo3r:- Walnut 
' Street, Philadelphia; Pa. © +‘: 
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| Department Helps | 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON TEACHING.—Obedience to God 
means safety. 
Introduction, —Everybody was busy. 
The parents were preparing food, taking 
down tents and doing up bundles, ready to’ 
move, The excited children kept asking, 
Are we really to cross the river Jordan? 
How can we walk across? Are we to live 
in the Promised Land and have homes there ? 
Will the people who live there now be glad 
to see us?—and so many other questions 
that they kept their parents busy answering 
them. 

Ever since these children were born they 
had heard people tell that they were travel- 
ing to their Promised Land, where trees and 
fruits grew, such as they had never seen. 
They had often heard how the children of 
Israel crossed the. Red Sea, and almost 
reached the Promised Land, many years be- 
fore, but because they were afraid to obey 
God’s command to enter they had to turn 
back to wander many years in the wilder- 
ness. Moses had been their leader, but he had 
died, and Joshua was their new leader, At 
last they were near enough to see the Prom- 
ised Land across the Jordan, 

Lesson Story.—God commanded Joshua, 
Joshua commanded the officers, and the offi- 
cers commanded the people to get ready to 
cross the Jordan in three days (1: 9-11). 
That was why everybody. was so busy. 

Joshua’s two spies had been across, and 
had brought beck a good report. (Suggest 
that the children request their parents to 
read chapter 2 at home.) 

There was only one place and one. way in 
which it would be safe to cross, so Joshua 
told the people that they must obey exactly 





strong and of good courage, and_remember 


(1: 16-18). They believed that their’ God, 
who had made a path across the Red Sea, 
could make another across the Jordan river. 
A sand-board, blackboard or table-top may 
be used to illustrate the crossing. Study 
details carefully in chapters 3 and 4. 
Joshua told God’s plan for the people to 
cross, The priests should start first, carry- 
ing the golden ark by poles, which rested on 
their shoulders. The people should not start 
until the priests were about half a mile ahead. 
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Israel went to in camp in the Promised 
Land wondering what would happen next. 
They felt like thanking and praising God. 
(Sing a stanza of your thanksgiving song.) 
They had learned to believe and love Joshua, 
and were ready to obey him as their leader. 
The children can easily join in the refrain : 


‘He leadeth me, He leadeth me. 
By his own hand He leadeth me, 
His faithful follower I will be, 
Since God thro’ Jordan leadeth me,"’ 


Hand-work.—Try to draw the river-banks 
and the gee where the priests stood while 
‘the people passed over, and make lines to 
show them safely across in the Promised 

CHICAGO, 
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My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 
1.. The Difficulty. 


2. The Crossing. 
3. The Other Side. 


UR introductory was a review, With: 


maps before us, we recalled the fail- 

ure in the test of faith at Kadesh-bar- 
nea and the forty years of wandering, Atthe 
time of our lesson the army of Israelites, led 
by Joshua, is approaching the promised land. 
I recalled how Jehovah had promised Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob that their seed should 
occupy Canaan. We found the Jordan River 
on our map, and talked of its condition at 
this season. We also marked on our maps 
about where the crossing was made. We 
noted that this swollen: river presented a 
difficult problem, What was to be done? 
liow could they cross? By themselves they 
were helpless, 

Even girls have hard problems to face in 
school ang at home. ‘There are hard things 
to do sometimes which seem impossible for 
us to undertake and accomplish. Perhaps 
our story will tell us what can be done under 
such circumstances. : 

The Crossing.—We. recalled .the details. 

1. The first command was a call to,,halt 
and sanctify themselves, How long did they 
‘halt? Explain the washing that was coni- 
manded, and draw from the girls the value 


of the wait, and the clean new clothes and | 


the spiritual lesson they taught. It is only 
natural that when about to receive such a 
blessing as this promised land was to be that 
there should be thanksgiving and praise and 
consecration to more faithful obedience to 
Jehovah. 

When a girl comes to the place where 
Jesus Christ calls her to leave her wilderness 





When the priests reached the edge of the 
water they stood still, and the people watched 
to see what would happen. 

Far up the river God caused something to 
hold back the water, so that no more could | 
flow down for a while. Near where the | 
priests stood the water in the river-bed ran | 
lower and lower until! none was left. When 
they saw the ground the priests started across | 
and stopped halfway, holding the ark so that | 
all could see. | 

The people wanted to hurry after them. | 
Joshua said, ‘* Don’t crowd, you have not | 
gone this way before,—be careful, and do | 
just what you are told; choose twelve men, | 
each of whom shall pick up a large stone | 
from the river-bed, near where the priests | 
stand, They shall carry these stones on | 


their shoulders tothe other side; if you obey 


God he will take you safely over, and will | 
help you to drive out the wicked people | 
who live across the Jordan,’”’ ‘Then the | 
people marched and passed the priests, who 
stood still until everybody had gone. by. 
Surely the children held tight to their par- 
ents’ hands and whispered, Let’s hurry he- 
fore the water flows down the river again. 
So: thé people hastened and passed over. 

The twelve men picked up twelve stones | 
and piled them where they were to camp | 
that night. Joshua said, ‘* When your chil- | 
dren ask, ‘ What do these stones mean?’ 
you shall say, ‘Because the waters of the | 
Jordan were cut off, these stones shall. be a | 
memorial to the children forever.’ ’’ 

Joshua set up another pile of twelve stones | 
in the river-bed where the priests had stood. | 
After everybody else was safely over, the | 
priests marched up from the river-bed and | 
carried the ark past the people on the shore. | 
Very soon those who watched the river-bed | 
saw a stream of water flowing, which grew | 
deeper and deeper, until the river-banks 
were full again. That night the children of 








' crates her life to Christ. 


life of sin, and come over to be with him in 
a ‘* promised land’’ of fellowship, the girl 
stops to give thanks and praise, and conse- 
It always helps if 
we meet with God, and ask him to cleanse 
our heart trom selfishness and pride before 
we undertake any new work. 

2. These people followed the ar4. Wher- 
ever #¢ went they could safely follow. De- 
scribe the ark, and tell its significance. 
Emphasize what its position suggested to the 
people concerning Jehovah’s guidance and 
protection. Note that the water did not roll 
back until the feet of the priests had touched 
the water, Emphasize the faith shown. 
Contrast this with the lack of faith almost 
forty yéars before when they were about to 
enter Canaan. 

Every girl has Jesus Christ going before 
to guide and direct her, Even when she 
passes through the valley of the shadow of 
death, she can know that he has gone before 
and made the way light, Following in Jesus’ 
way will always bring a girl peace and bless- 
ing, as following the ark brought blessings to 
the Israelites, 

3. The Other Side.—What were some of 


| the blessings and privileges of ‘‘the other 


side’’? For forty years they had been shep- 
herds in the wilderness; now they were to 
have a permanent home. ‘They had eaten 


manna because the wilderness would not, 


produce luscious grapes and figs and grain ; 
these they can now have, 
however, is not to be one of ease and idle- 
ness. There are foes yet to be overcome, 
but Jehovah has promised, ‘‘ Fear thou not, 


for 1 am with thee.’’? Which life was better ?° 


What would you have thought of any who 
reiused to go across? 


So in that new life chosen by a girl who, 


decides for Jesus Christ there are joys and 
pleasures, but there are also some hard bat- 


( Continued on next page) 


The new life,’ 
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Remove ey Cause 
INSOMNIA 


When you feel weak 
out, or woeivutied by a 


when your appetite and 
tion are poor, you will 
invaluable tonic in 








*mas Carols 


F, Schilling—Six Carols 1st Series. 

8S. A, Gibson—( Collected by) Six Carols. 

P.Flaxington Harker—Op. 38, No. 2, 
Six Carols. 

Francis C. Van Dyck, Jr.— 
Carols. 

Price § cts, each, 100 or more 4 cts. each. 

T. Tertius Noble—- ight Carols. 

Old Christmas Carols (Traditional Melo- 
dies) Six Sets. 

Price 10 cts, each, 25 27 more § cts. each. 


Five Xmaz 


(Inspection copies sent on receipt 
of this advertisement and § cents, ) 


G. SCHIRMER (INC.) 


3 East 434 Street 


New York 





FREE CHRISTMAS MUSIC 


1. Wonderful Name Samples of any 3 


. fot Child : a ~ ot 
3. Christmas Classics 
4. To the King weenie in stam m4 
— 8s Star a 
Miles. 38, ristmas for Sant news » oN eg 


Klizubeth Guptill, 18c. Send for ented a Bulletin of new 
music, sample re byron etc. 


Hall-Mack GO. } Hye fd Sica her tet 


——— Wabash, Chicago (Agency) 














» ) Samples free to Superin- 
1. Adam Geidei’s | tendents or Com > Roses. 


Carol Service 
2, The reat Gitt | send. 10 cents in stamps 


Cantata for Choirs: The Wise Men, by Dr. Geibel, 
S80c. Cantata for Schools: Santa anc¢ the Wax- 
works, 25c. Ask for Bulletin of New Music,—Free ; 
also sample Christmas Anthems. 


Adam Geibel Music Co. ire ied Steet, Moa vert 


S.Wabash Chicago( Agency) 


New Xmas Services 


The atv ) cane Tai 
Festival Song ng > 2 Pastor or Music 
vi $s 











Com. who will 
mention this 


The Universal King (New) | name of church 
Story and Song Service. & denomination. 


SENTIMENT May pornt ELsew BaEe, BUT 


JUDGMENT AS Se 


Sunday School Hymns Ho, 2 


| “ As good as”’ the best. 
“ Better than”’ all the rest. 
A returnable examination copy will 
be sent you on request. 


Tullar-Meredith Co. 


265 W. 36th Street 14 W. Washington St. 
Chicago 


New York 
Book 
OOmMSsS 


METHODIST Rooms 


CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
We have all that are published. 

Set of 6 best Services for x0 cents in stamps. 

Peloubet's S. S. Lesson Notes, me $1.00; postage. 10c, 
Tarbell’s Teachers’ Guide, $1.00; pes. 

Gist of the Lesson, 25c. organ, 25¢. 

BIBLE Genuine mor. -» full bound. lilustrated, 


large type. $3.00 value $1.15 postp’d. 
HYMNS OF WORSHIP 
AND SERVICE 

for the SUNDAY SCHOOL 


On a par with the progressive and educa- 
tional literature issued in the interest 
of religious education. 
Introductory Frice, full cloth, 30 cents. 
for a sample copy. 
The Century Co., Union Square, New York 
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to t. Who is ready to help a girl 
‘Geo decifos to enter the new life? ae 
oe know? Can you tell me a place where 
a girl who decides to follow Christ might 
have to face a battle? How can she over- 
come every time? 
How could this lesson help a girl? This 
is the practical question upon which each 
girl is to write each week, 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 


The very first city to be conquered is the 
walled city of Jericho, What is the best way 
to take a walled city? How was Quebec 
takeu? How did the Chinese Boxers try to 
take Peking? See how these plans differ 
from Jehovah’s plan at this time (read Josh. 
6). Which was easier, to fight or do it 
Jehovah’s way? Why do you think a sol- 
dier like Joshua Pb to "his way of pro- 
ceeding ? 

Write the story in your note-book, 

Memorize Mark 9: 23. 

PHILADELPHIA, 


% 
Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


EAR TEACHERS OF Boys: 
Here’s how ‘our teacher taught us 
about crossing the Jordan : 

‘* To-day we are going to see the Israelites 
march into the promised land,’”’ he began, 
and he said it so enthusiastically that we got 
interested right away. 

** The first enemy they met,’’ he went on, 
‘*was harder to conquer than any giant. 
What was it, Charlie? ’’ 

“You mean the “pass gar bk 

Teacher said yes, and called on Fred to 
tell what he had'found out about this river. 
Fred read a little essay he had written about 
it, pointing out the parts on the map as he 
read. ‘Teacher.showed a picture of it, too, 

Skinny came next. His home study ques- 
tion was about how high the river stood 
when the Israelites got there. He saidvit 
"was way over. the: bottoms~like the: Wabash 
gets every spring, Teacher explained that 
it could only be orded when it was low, and 
now, with ho bridges and fio boats, it looked 
impossible, 

*¢But God had: -promised,’’ declared 
teacher, ‘‘ and Joshua told them to peck up 
vend to march.’ 

ks like: it would ‘have been a better 
a to. get there in the fall when the water 
was low,’’ suggested Bumps. 

** Yes, that would have been man’s way,’ 
replied teacher, ‘*but that wouldn’t ol 
shown God’s power, and they needed an- 
other lesson on that subject. God often lets 
us face difficulties so we may see his power,”’ 
he went on, ‘and some of our most import- 
ant lessons are learned in passing through a 
deep river of trouble or sorrow. 

Carl was to show where they crossed, so 
he pointed it out on the map, and teacher 
described how the procession was formed, 
the priests bearing the ark on ahead, followed 
by the people, the line maybe reaching for 
miles up and down the river, 

I told what test of faith the priests had, 
that about. their marching right down into 
the water, you know. one 

** Suppose they. had waited on the bank to 
see how they. were going to get across,’’ 
suggested teacher; ‘“* what would have. hap- 
penez?”’ 

**Nothing,’? answered Bulldog Jones. 
‘* They had to go as far as they could beiore 
God would do anything for them.’’ 

** That’s true of a good many things,’’ said 
teacher; ‘‘lessons, for instance. If you’ve 
got a hard problem, wade right into it as far 
as you can go, and the hard places will often 
vanish,’’ 

He told about a gate he saw once, that 
opened when his buggy wheel struck an iron 
trigger. But he said it didn’t open till the 
horses’ noses were almost touching it. He 
thinks dangers and obstacles .are often like 
that, and will open if you march boldly up 
to them; and I think so, too. 

*¢ Now, George,’’. said teacher, ‘‘ tell us 
what happened to the river.’’ 

‘*Something stopped it way up stream,” | 
answered Bulldog, “and ii ran dry where 
Joshua was, so they could all get across as 
easy as anything.’’ 

*- I don’t see how it could,’’ said Fred. 

“Were you ever at Niagara Falls?’’ 
teacher asked. 





Fred said yes, and teacher asked him how 





thet-river could be stopped so people might. 


walk across the falls, 

**Couldn’t be done,’’ answered Fred, 
positively. ‘* There couldn’t anything stop 
that. _ It’s too big,”’ 

Then teacher told how an ice jam up the 
river did stop the water for a while one win- 
ter, and people did walk across the top of 
the falls, 

**“Some people think a big landslide 
st the Jordan,’’ he went on, ‘‘and 
God could have done it that way,”’ he de- 
clared, * ust as he drove the Red Sea back 
by a win He says there is a record of 
the Jordan being stopped by a landslide 
about seven hundred years ago. But he 
thinks there were lots of ways God might 
have stopped it, and lots of ways he can help 
us that we wouldn’t think of. 

Bert had to tell about crossing the Red 
Sea, and how it was different from crossing 
the Jordan. Teacher had Bumps write 
some of the differences on the board, like 
this ; 





RED SEA . JORDAN 
SLAVES FREE 

Mos ARMY 
FRIGHTENED TRIUMPHANT 
ESCAPING ENTERING 
To DESERT To PLENTY 
MosEs JOSHUA 











‘God was carrying out his plan, step by 
step,’’? teacher explained, ‘‘just as he is 
carrying out great plans in. the world now, 
and it didn’t make much difference who the 
leader was; God gave the power.”’ 

He told a story about Ole Bull, the violin- 
ist. He was called into court to testify how 
much a certain violin was worth. For a 
kind of joke he took an ordinary violin and 
played so fine they thought it was the thou- 
sand dollar one, Then he told them it was 
the man more than the’violin that made the 
misic. ‘Teacher said it was that way with 
our lives... We must.make them as‘ strong 
and noble a8 we can, but they’ll never really 
arhount ‘to mueh except by the power of God 
in us, Then the bell rang, 

He said the next lesson was about a city 
being captured by a shout, and he gave us 
each a home question to look up. Mine is: 
Where was the Israelités’ first camp in the 
promised land? ‘The others are : What me- 
morial of their crossing did the Israelites set 
up? What change of food took place? Who 
appeared to Joshua to encourage him? How 
did-God tell them to attack Jericho? How 
was the city captured? What was to be 
done with the treasures: taken? Perhaps 
you can think of better questions to give 
out. Yours, PUCKER, 

West. Terre Haute, IND. 





Professor Erdman’s 
Bible Class 


By Charles R. Erdman, D.D. 





Entering the Land 


HIS crossing of the Jordan was of tre- 
mendous significance to Israel and to 
Joshua. The moral effect upon Israel, 

and their aceeptance of this initial miracle as 
a. sanction of Joshua’s leadership, are spe- 
cially. mentioned in the narrative (3:7; 4: 
14). 

This great historic event has been used by 
the Christian world to symbolize various expe- 
riences of the followers of Christ: Obviously, 
it may ‘be used to symbolize uny important 
crisis in life; any irrevocable choice, any un- 
‘alterable decision by which one enters upon 
a new and higher experience of achievement 
or success ; but it should ever remind us that 
God is ready to remove the most formidable 
obstacles from the way of those who are will- 
ing to follow*his’ guidance and to obey his 
commands (Acts § : 17-23; 16 : 19-34). 

Daily Studies 

Monday.—/Joshua’s command to the peo- 
ple (1 : 10°83) followed immediately upon 
Joshua’s command from the Lord (1 : 1-9). 
His ‘* command ”’ is -divided-into two parts ; 
verses 10, II are addressed to the nine and 
one-half tribes which were to be settled west 
of tho Jordan, and verses. 12-15 to Reuben, 

(Continued on next page) 

















NOVEMBER IS, 1913 


Christmas 
Entertainment 
Books 


How to Celebrate Christmas. by 
Alice M. Kellogg. The real jolly 
spirit of the great holidays is in every 
page. Complete programs for Christ- 
mas. Price, 25 cents. 

Christmas Entertainments.  1y 
Alice M. Kellogg. Here are gathered 
together carols, new and quaint, plays, 
tableaux, and charades. Besides, 
there are many plans for Christmas 
parties. Price, 25 cents. 


] New Year and Midwinter Exer- 
cises. By Alice M. Kellogg. Con- 
tains drills, exercises, plays for cele- 
brating winter holidays and birthdays, 
programs for parties. Price, 25 cents. 

Christmas Selections, By Rosa- 
mond.Livingstone McNaught. Every 
piece is absolutely new, not a single 
one having been previously published. 
It contains nothing but Christmas 
Recitations in prose and poetry, suited 
to young and old. Price, 30 cents. 

Holiday Selections. - By Sara 5S. 
Rice. These selections are especially 
adapted to Christmas, New Year, St, 
Valentine’s Day, Washington’s Birth- 
day, Easter, Arbor Day, Decoration 
Day, Fourth of July, Thanksgiving, 

tc., Price, 30 cents. 

‘Holiday . Entertainments. By 
Charles C, Shoemaker. Contains matiy 
original exercises, dialogues, and novel 
entertainments suitable especially,; to 
the Christmas Holidays as well as to 
Easter, Decoration Day, Fourth of 
July, Thanksgiving, etc. Price, 30 
cents. 


For sale at all bookstores or mailed to 
any address upon receipt of price. 


The Penn Publishing Co., 


228 S. Eleventh Street, Philadelphia 
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The BEST Light for 


THE RYLIGHT stéReopticons 


Can be attached to any Incandescent Electric Circuit, 
and will give 1000 Candle Power Will work on either 
Alternating or Direct current. 
Costs less than half the pep of expensive Glowers. 
We make a specialty of a ey slides and carry a 
very large stock, mostly colored. - Rental price 3 
pee slide, one night use. Nocharge for time taken 
m transit. Send for Free Literature. 
Riley Optical Instrument Co., Inc., Dept. ‘‘T’’ 
150 Pitt: 1 Avenue; = = New York City, N. Y. 


immu GLASS “aye 


\S Si FACTORY TO YOU 
= For College, School or Society 
WO, 1671 Catalog with. attractive , 
prices maiied free upon request, Special j 
Offer, either style of pins here illustrated 
with any three letters and figures, one or 


cents 








two Ney spe -* enamel. Sterling Silver, 3oc. 198 
each; $3.00doz.; Silver Plate, rsc. each; . 50 ‘dos. 
BASTIAN BROS. C0. 304 Bastian , Rochester, N.Y. 
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mention The Sunday School Times. 












































LESSON FOR NOV. 30 (Josh. 3: 1-17; Psa. 114) 


( Continued from preceding page) 


Gad, and the “‘half-tribe of Manasseh,’’ 
_ which had_ allotted land east of the Jor- 


gwen ba! um, 32 : 1-33.) All the 
_ unite In p 


ledging themselves to loyally su 
the new leader, if only the Lord Z with 

m ‘‘as he had been with Moses’? (Josh, 1: 

. 16-18). The miraculous of the Jor- 
. dan showed that this condition was surely to 
' be fulfilled (Josh. 3:7; 4: 14). 
| Tuesday.— The sending of spies to Jericho 
' (Josh,.2) was an act of wise precaution and 
foresight on the part of Joshua. As the 
event proved, it was not due to fear and un- 
belief as the mission of the spies forty years 
before (Num, 13): That fatal mission might 
have resulted in strengthening the confidence 
of Israel had all the spies been as faithful as 
_ Joshua and Caleb, and had the people trusted 
God ; such indeed was the result of the re- 
port of the two men who were now sent to 
mere (2:9, 10, 24). It is well for us to 
informed of the character of our enemies, 
: our dispositions, our besetting sins, that we 
' may be prepared for the conflict and prove 
| victorious in battle (Luke 14 : 26-335 Eph. 
, @: 12; Rom. 8: 35-39; 1 Pet. 5 : 8). 
|  Wednesday.—The character of Rahad, as 
| drawn in this chapter (Josh. 2) and in other 
' passages of the Bible, is full of interest, espe- 
| cially when we remember that she became 
the ancestress of our Lord (Matt. 1 : 3-6; 
Ruth 4 : 18-22). Her faith was remarkable 
(lleb. 11 : 31; James 2: 25). Her knowl- 
edge was limited; yet she believed all that 
had been told her of the power and purpose 
of God, and by that faith she was justified, 
and by that faith she was sustained and saved 
and transformed. She turned from her own 
sinful-people, identified herself with the peo- 
ple of God, and so shared in their blessed des- 
tiny (Rom, 10:17; § : I-10). 

Thursday.—The presence of God with 
Joshua and with Israel was symbolized by 
**the ark of the covenant’? which-Joshua 
commanded the priests to carry into the Jor- 
dan (Josh. '3 : 1-4; see Exod. 23 : 20-23; 25 : 
10-22 ; 37 :1-9)- For this reason it was 
borne before the host into the Jordan, and 
remained in the river until all the people 

| had passed ; for thas it was signified that the 

| passage was prepared by the: Lord, for his 
people, Notice the inspiring designation 
given by Joshua to this ark. So Christ goes 

| before his people (John ro : 4), and so his 
divine presence cheers (Matt, 28 : 20). 

The presence of the Lord, however, 
always necessitates holiness on the part of 
his people. So the people were commanded 
to sanctify themselves before the passage of 
the Jordan was begun (Josh. 3:5). The 
outward rites of purification were symbolic 
of that inner purity of soul which is neces- 
sary if God is to work mightily in us or for 
us (Eph. 4:17 to § : 2; Col. 3 : 8, 9; 2Cor. 
7713; 1 John 1: 7,9; Psa. §1 : 10). 

Friday.—The. power of God was manifest 
in the opening of a passage for Israel through 
the Jordan (Josh. 3: 6-17). By what so- 
called ‘‘ natural means ’’ this may have been 
effected, we are totally ignorant. While 
many conjectures have been made, it is evi- 
dent that this stopping of the swollen stream, 
announced by Joshua and occurring just as 
the ark reached the river’s brink, was an 
act of divine providence to be explained 
only by the might and wisdom and power of 
God, Such it appeared to Israel, such io 
their enemies; and>as such it should 
strengthen our faith in God and in his power 
to deliver us in times of need (Josh. 4 : 23 to 
5:13 Isa. 43:2; Psa. 107 and 114). 

Saturday.—The memorial erected to com- 
memorate this divine intervention in behalf 
of Israel, consisted of twelve stones placed 
on the bank of the Jordan and twelve placed 
in the bed of the stream. The purpose was 
to express the gratitude of the people, to give 
praise and glory to God, and to inspire in 
coming generations faith in him (Josh. 4: 
1-8), Consider in this connection the 
helpful influences of other memorials, and 
particularly the memorial of our Lord’s re- 
deeming death, which we observe as a 
**Eucharist,”” a feast of ‘‘thanksgiving,’’ 
and also to call to mind, and to show to 
others, his love and grace and power (1 Cor. 
II : 23-26). 

Sunday.—The crossing of the Jordan was 
an act of faith, Unbelief had kept Israel out 
of the land for nearly forty years (Heb. 3 : 
19); as they enter the land it is with confi- 
dence in God, and because they are trusting 
in him. It was a test of faith for the priests 
to start into the rushing river, and for the 
people to prepare to follow. them ; but their 
faith was rewarded as they saw the wonder- 





ful work of God (Josh. 4+ 10-19). So as] 


we obey, and go onan ag baggy were 
we are but i he geicroce 
God, wc chall find him fond opening the way 
(Heb. 11: 8; Matt. 24 : 35; 2 Chron. 
20 : 20; 1 Pet. 1: 7). 


Questions for Additional Study 


1. With what miracle is the ‘ crossing of 
the Jordan’’ specially compared? (Josh. 
4: 23.) 

2. What miracle was performed at Marah? 
(Exod. 15 : 23-26.) 

3. What was the character of manna? 
(Exod. 16 : 4; Psa. 78: 24; John 6: 31.32.) 

4. How. was water secured for Israel at 
Massah? (Exod. 17 : 1-7.) 

5. Was there any supernatural element in 
the victory of Israel gver Amalek ? (Exod. 
17 : 8-16.) 

6. What miracle of healing occurred dur- 
ing the wilderness journey ? (Num. 21 :.4-9.) 


PRINCETON THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 





The Young People’s | 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, November 30, 1913 


Our Church at Work for Our Country 
(Deut. 8 : 1-20; Home Missions) 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MoNn.—Centers of influence (1 ‘Thess. 1: 


6-10). 
TuES.~Luminous Christianity (Matt. 5: 
13-16). 
WED.—The messengers. (Isa. 40 : I-11). 
‘THURS.—Healingstreams ( Ezek, 47 : 1-5,9). 
FRI. —The message to-day (Acts 3 : 9-26). 
SaT.—Passion for our people (Rom. g: 1-3). 











In what. home mission work are you en- 
gaged ? ; 

How can our society get a larger home mis- 
sion vision ? : 

How can.we serve the foreigner at home? 


NE of our home mission boards recently 
‘Issued a leaflet ‘entitled “™ Remem- 
* ber!*? What this board said of the 
work which it was doing could be said in 
part at least by other home imission boards. 
Omitting the figures which each one can fill 
in for his own denomination, and also any 
of the distinctive statements which applied 
alone to the board issuing this leaflet, the 
statements which it made covers well the 
extent and urgency of the present-day mis- 
sionary task. Ask your pastor to help you 
to fill in the blanks, 

That men are needed to fill present 
vacancies and meet modest demands for re- 
cruits, * 

That over churches, missions 
with more than out-stations, and ——- 
schools, hospitals, and stations are to be 
supported wholly or in part by home mis- 
sion funds, 

That missionaries and teachers 
are wholly or partially dependent upon home 
mission support. 

That over $—— are invested in home mis- 
sion church buildings, most of it represent- 
ing sacrifice of former years, and all of it 
needing to be made a worthy investment for. 
the kingdom of heaven to-day. 

That of the total growth of the de- 
nomination. in membership last year was 
through home: mission churches. 

That there are churches and mis- 
sions among European and Asiatic immi- 
grants in which their national tongues are 
used, all needing encouragement and support. 

That there are among our Spanish-speak- 
ing compatriots and neighbors in Cuba, 
Porto Rieo, and on our southwestern bor- 



































ders, church-members, churches, 
missions, and stations, missionaries and 
helpers. 


That work in Alaska and among the In- 
dians involves a larger obligation in the sup- 











port of work through churches, 
mission stations, ordained ministers and 
helpers, and assistants, communi- 








cants, and estimated adherents. 

That work among the lumber camps, with 
their hundreds of thousands of men con- 
stantly coming and going, includes now a 








force of- evangelists, and needs great 
enlargement. 
That percent of the churches are in 





( Gontinued on next page) 
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Embossed Designs 


No. 83. 20 for 25 cents, 100 for 95 \° 
An assortment of - ily and mistletoe designs 
prettily colored and embossed. Some with land- 
scapes, E ey : bps ny tg 

2 . 20 for 3 ckets for $1. 
Heavily embossed Christmas ye my iliunstnared 
in gold and lithographed in several colors. - ‘The 

igns are original and unusual. ‘The best ever 
offered at this price 


Birthday Gift to the 


King Envelope 
Made of strong, heavy manilla 


of unif size, 
fF Slot der to admit oan sh 
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cents for the 100, 10 cents 
| extra each additional 100o—addi- 
tional to prices of envelopes. 


Festival Recitations 
25 cents each, postpaid. A collection of 
Recitations, Dial gues and Exercises for various 
festival occasions, 96 pages,6 x9. Heavy cover. 


Combined Anthem Collection 


cents each; $2.00 doz id. 
a fe beautiful Anthems forall eliess Sock 
sions. Well suited for the Sunday-school choir. 
Sixty-four pages, bound in extra heavy dark gray 
covers. 

















Twelve Complete Christmas 


HOLIDAY IDEAS 


Post Cards for Christmas 


Special Music Offer 


Ten Complete Christmas Service’ sent for 30 cents. 
Twenty-six Complete Christmas Services sent for 75 cents. 


Replete with Suggestions 
WRITE FOR IT—NOW 


Die-Stamped Post Cards 
No. 210. 4 cents each; 10 for its ; 50 
for $1.50. Very attractive holly, mistletoe, and 
poinsettia designs are die-stam on linen-finish 
R vily em . Green, red and gold. 
Each design Les its individual greeting. 


Hand-Colored Post Cards 
each; 10 for 38 its. 
Designs are hand colored on exclusive pebbled 
stock of high quality. If you desire a very daint 
and elegant card and one that the recipient will 
cherish, this should be your selection. ch de- 
sign contains a beautiful sentiment. 


Christmas Letters of Greeting 
No. 512 Ten assorted Christmas letters with 


fine-qu cove in box, 50 cents. ‘The ten 
yoo em f beautiful, all different, also the verse. 
and each one surpasses the other for Seay of de- 





su e 0 
sign andrich colorings. All the designs are heavily 
embossed on fine te stock. 5% x 3% in. 


For Christmas Packages 


For 35 cents we will send you one package 

each Seals, any d ‘Tags, Enclosure Cards and 

Labels, one each, Address Label, and *‘ Not to be 

opened until Christmas Day” with 5 sheets of 
olly Wrapping Paper. All sent postpaid. 


Christmas Carol Collection 


15 cents cach ; $12.00 per 100, postpaid. A 
24° collection b twenty-one theice Carols 
suital in words and music for the sacred and 
joyous season of our Lord’s Nativity. Bound in 
avy manilla covers. 


Cantatas sent for 40 cents. 





MacCALLA’ & CO., INC., rairseisits | 
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Wy 
The American 
Standard Bible 


(Edited by the American Revision Committee) 
18 BEST FOR HOME. AND sTUDY 


Alb scholars are agreed that this 
is the most accurate translation of 
the Scriptures, as it embodies the 
fesults of Biblical research in the 
last 300 years, during which time a 
greatet number of authentic manu- 
scripts have been brought to light 
than in the thousand years preced- 








‘hose who cling to the old version 
voluntarily deprive themselves of 
all that Christian Scholarship has 

ined in exact knowledge of the 
le during the last 300 years. 
Then, too, the exact thought of 
the sacred writers is given in readily 
understandable language in this version— 
hence its readings are much more interest- 
ing and instructive to the entire family. 

The American Standard Bible is made in sev- 
erm editions. especially suitable for home and 
study use, combining large type and compact 
size. Over 200 styles to meet every requirement. 
Prices, 35 cents to $50.00. 

Just let us send you sample pages and price 
list, that you, yourself, may see what a wonder- 
ful Book it really is. 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS 
381 A FOURTH AVE., NEW YORK 
For Sale by Ail Booksellers 








Santa Claus Fr. 
Xmas Cantata in One Part 
By EDUARDO MARZO 


For Sunday School 
Entertainment 


Price 40 cents net 


(Luspection topies sent on receipt of this 
advertisement and 5 cents.) 


G. SCHIRMER (INC.) 


3 East 43d Street, - - New York 











JUST PUBLISHED 


FAVORITE HYMNS 


For Sunday-Schools, Gospel Services, 
- Young People’s Meetings, and the Home. 


151 Hymns with Music. 
7 pages Scripture Responsive Readings. 
Alphabetical and Topical Indexes. 


Note ( $7.50 for 100 copies, by express, 
the < not prepaid. If sent by mail the 
Price ( postage will be 4 cis. on each copy. 


Single copy for examination, 10 cts., postp' d. 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
1816 Chestnut St., - - Philadelphia 


































RELIEF MAP 


and Edited by 


Hark! the Herald Angels 
A Sunday School Anthem 
New, expressive, easy music, the pro- 


duct of a most promising Composer: ‘This 
OF PALES I IN E is a gem for the self-respecting school or 
executed according to the Exploration Fund Surveys, 


George A. Smith, D.D., LL.D. Size | 12 cents; returnable sample copy mailed 


5 feet by 3 feet 10 inches. A great help for Sunda i 
School purposes. Write for Chrealar and Price List. to choir leaders. Send now. 


BURGIE RELIEF MAP ESTABLISHMENT ®*cess'= | JOHN J. HOOD CO., '°%,ficGtipnia.” 


chorus choir—no rag—words free. Price, 











Money Saved 9%, "42 ,Prist | CLASSICAL SHEET MUSIC iro Soci: 
Circulars, Book, Newspaper. Prees $5. Larger 
$18. Rotary $60. Save: money. Print for oth- 
ers, All easy, rules sent. Write factory for 


copies,—25 copies $1.00,—12 Copies 50 cents. 
OAKWOOD PRESS, NEWARK. NEW JERSEY 





Prees catalog, TYPE, Cards, Paper, Outfits. | AS K FO R pee, Hymnals, Books, Bibles. 
Samples printing. The Press Co., Meriden, Conn. } CATALOG. Evangelical Pub. Go., Chicago 
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catalog of The Sunday Sc 


A Little Shepherd 

of Bethlehem 
By ANNIE TRUMBULL SLOSSON. 
A beautiful Christmas story of 
how a little New England boy 
repared in his own way for 
esus’ Second Coming. The book 
is attractively bound ia light 
blue with gold cover stamping; 
and a frontispiece by Charles 
H. Stephens. 50 cents. 


Studies in Oriental 

Social Life fe 
By H. CLay TrumBuLu. ° A fich 
fund of sidelights on Bible.char- 
acters and customs as: studied 
in the life of the East bya keen- 
eyed American scholar who 
knew how to see and say the 
things that every one wants to 
know about’ Oriental customs, 
$1.50. 


The Wise Man’s Gold 

By ‘“ AnrHony Hosart,” A 
charming Christmas booklet of 
25 pages, bound in mauve and 
gold, with 5 illustrations, The 
story turns upon the experiences 
of a bit of gold through the cen- 
turies, our its observations of 
our varied human natures as 
influenced by the gold and what 
it represents in human desire 
and achievement. 35 cents. 


A Voice in the Night 
By Freperick Hai. Mr. Hall 
has taken some of the most 
powerful and heart - revealing 
stories of the Bible, and has 
given them a new and sharply 
defined reality for the modern 
reader. These are thrilling pic 
tures of human life in the mak- 
ing quite different from the or- 
dinarily retold Bible story. They 
are prose poems of intense and 
compelling interest. 7§ cents. 


From the Nile to Nebo 
By Frankuin E. Hoskins, D.D., 
Syria Mission, Beirut. A_Dis- 
cussicn of the Problem and the 
Route of the Exodus. The book 
is the result of a rg00-mile jour- 
ney, including the route of the 
Exodus from Egypt, through 
the Sinaitic Peninsula, Mount 
Seir, Edom and Moab, Ammon 
and the Jabbok, to the Jordan 
and Jericho. A. residence of 
twenty-eight years in Syria has 
given the author exceptional 
nowledge of the people and 
customs, and afforded opportu- 
nities for extensive travel. Beau- 
tifully illustrated with 85 half- 
tones, contains 366 pages of type 
matter, and will be of great in- 
terest to every Bible student. 
$3.00. 
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Christmas Gifts 
Appropriate and inexpensive book : ift suggestions 
res member of the vA eid we 

ool Times Company. These 

books are all sent postpaid at the advertised prices. 


mily, se rom the 


Victory in Christ 


By, Ropert F. Horton, D, D. 
inning messages for the seek- 
ing Christian. ‘There are chap- 
ters on The Daring of the Victo- 
rious Life, Bible’ Study, Praver, 
Service, Evangelism, Tempta- 
tion, and Joy. It is bound uni- 
formly with the ‘‘Huw” book 
and ‘* Winning Men One by 
One.” g§0 cents. 


Trumbull Year. Book 


A book of daily readings, com- 
— of striking’ paragraphs 
rom the pen.of:the late Henry 
Clay Trumbull, which challenge 
attention and. thought... Com- 
piled by Carouine K. Herrick. 
Cloth, 35 cents; leather, 60 
cents, 


Happy Hours “for the 
Boys and Gifis 


By the Rev. D: E. Lewis. A 
book for all who-have wanted to 
teach: chifdren-and yoting’ peo- 
ple by means of blackboard or 


slate work,:and who have never. 


had. access. to-plain. ‘and easil 
workable suggestions for suc 
teaching. A book for leaders 
of junior societies, teachers, su- 
erintendents, pastors, Fully 
illustrated with diagrams, etc. 
50 cents. 


500 Ways to Help 
Your Church 


By Tueresa H. Wotcortt. Orig- 
inally appearing in The Ladies’ 
Home Journal, the chapters of 
this book offer a wealth of sug- 
gestions for wholesome enter- 
tainment, hints on making the 
instruction of young people fn- 
teresting, financial plans that 
include neither sale nor barter, 
and all sorts of sensible ways of 
encouraging the social life of 
the church..-A’.book for all 
church workers, $1.00. 


Reasonable Biblical 
Criticism 


By Wi..is J. Brecuer, D. D. 
In this work Dr. Beecher gath- 
ered up the history of biblical 
criticism in recent years, selects 
the significant tendencies, ana- 
lyzes them, and with utter fair- 
ness and. full. consideration of 
the value of both the higher 
critical and the ultra-conserva- 
tive positions, brings the reader 
face to face with most reason- 
able conclusions with regard’ to 
the whole question. It is a book 
of great importance, and will 
undoubtedly do much to help 
the everyday Bible student to 
solid ground. $1.50. 


Order through your bookseller or direct from the Publishers 
Tue Sunpay ScHoot Times Company, 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia 
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(Continued from preceding page) ' 


rural and village communities ; that social 
and economic changes are subjecting the 
churches to new strain and often imposing 
new problems. 

That in all parts of the country a truer 
and deeper sense of denominational loyalty 
is being construed in the terms of the whole 
kingdom of heaven; that we believe in 
counting the interests of the kingdom first, 
and are justifying our faith by interdenomi- 
national co-operation in every field of home 


‘mission endeavor, 


That upon home mission agencies falls the 
responsibility for leadership in these move- 
ments, and for ‘the Sevlleniaet of such 
methods as shal] set the whole church at 
work upon the supreme task of making the 
will of God known and done on earth as it is 
done in heaven. 





| Children at Home 





Tommy’s_Christmas Dollar 
By Francis McKinnon Morton 


OTHER was down-town doing some 
Christmas shopping, andshe had left 
Tommy up on the sixth floor of the 

big. store in the toy department. Cousin 
Ethel was staying with Tommy to-help him. 


‘| spend his own money. Inside of~his over- 


coat. pocket he had a little brown leather 


}| purse, and inside the purse was a big round 


silver dollar. Tommy wandered about until 
he came to the candycounter. Tommy loved 
sweets.” When he had looked-a long time at 
the piles and piles of-sweets and goodies in 
the show-cases ‘he took.Cousin Ethel’s hand 
and drew her. down.close so that.he could 
whisper to her, and asked her, ‘* How many 
chocolate drops could a dollar buy?” 

‘* Why, Tommy—” began Cousin Ethel, 
protestingly, and then. she remembered that 
Tommy was tg spend the dollar exactly as he 
pleased, so she answered very sweetly, * If 
you got the kind'that are.a penny apiece 
you could get one hundred for one dollar.’’ 

Tommy was quiet a while longér. ‘A 
hundred at one time would make’ a person 
very sick, wouldn’t it??? he asked next. 

** Yes,’’ said Cousin Ethel, very politely, 
‘*T am afraid it would.’’ 

Tommy thought a while longer. ‘* But,’’ 
he asked, ‘*if a person ate only two after 
each meal, as mother allows, how long would 
it take to eat up a hundred?” 

Cousin Ethel was a very polite young lady 
and she did not laugh at Tommy, but an- 
swered, ‘‘If you ate them all up yourself, 
dear, and didn’t offer any one else any at all 
you could eat them all up in sixteen days 
and two meals of the next day.”’ 

Tommy listened carefully, and then, ** How 
long is it till Christmas ?’’ he asked. 

** Three weeks,’’ answered Cousin Ethel. 

‘*Then they would all be gone before 
Christmas ?’’ said Tommy, and Cousin Ethel 
smiled and nodded her head. 

Tommy thought a while longer, then 
he said a little sadly : 

‘*Your money doesn’t do you any good 
until you spend it, arid then when you spend 
it it is all gone.”’ 

*¢ Yes,’’ said Cousin Ethel, brightly; ‘* but 


| if. you have spent it well you still have the 


worth of your. money when it is gone.’’ 
**But if you eat it up?” asked Tommy. 
** Well;’’ answered Cousin Ethel, ‘‘if you 

buy good food with your money, and it goes 


to make strong muscles for you-to work and. 


play, and a clear brain for you to think. and 
learn, then you still have the worth of your 
money, even if it is eaten up, A good strong 
body is like a powerful engine, you know, 
and can do lots of work.” 

Tommy thought a while longer, then, ‘If 
you spend it for other people, what then?”’ 
he asked. 

‘Tf you spend it for other people in such 
a way as to help them and give them pleas- 


‘ ure, then that pleases you ; so your money has 


made you happy and some one else happy 
too, and in that case I think you get Avice 


( Continued on next page) 











8vo. Cloth. $1.00 met (postage ro cents). 
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on Sunday School Lessons for 1914 


Next y year ? : 
2 ee ere TARBE L UIUC NOW READY, oni se" eee | 
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ar Maps—lIllustrations. Fleming H. Reveli Co. and all booksellers. 
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This is an unnatural con- 
dition — a little rest each day 
and Scott’s Emulsion after 
every meal gives nature the 
material to restore strength. 

Scott’s Emulsion is a 
strength-building, curative 
food and tonic to overcome 
weakness and fatigue—contains 
no alcohol or drug. 

It doesn’t stupefy the 
nerves, it feeds them. 

Expectant and nursing mothers 
always need Scott’s Emalsion, 

Scott & Bowne, Bloomfield, N. J. 12-78 








Learning How to Read 


VERYBODY reads, and very few 
read to the best advantage. The 
Sunday School Times is planning 

to make next week’s issue a special 





“** Books and Reading” number, going 


into this far-reaching subject more thor- 
oughly than any issue in years past. 


GATHERING of missionaries in 
Palestine a year or two ago was 
stimulated and rebuked. by an ad- 

dress from Canon Yates, then of Jerusa- 
lem, on ‘‘the reading of a Christian.” 
The Canon:believes that:no one can do 
the best all-round Christian service un- 
less he keeps in touch with the best in 
the. world of books. Ima-stirring mes- 
sage he proves his case in an amaz- 
ingly well-equipped way. 


AVE you tried to think through the 
question wy you read? Is it for 
entertainment? Does your read- 

iug leave you just where you were be- 
fore? Have you learned to give as 
much attention to your methods of read- 
ing as to what you read? ‘The. Times’ 
leading editorial next week discusses 
‘* The Severities of Reading.” 


HE Chief Scout Librarian of the Boy 
Scouts of America, Franklin K. 
Mathiews, will write on ‘* Your boy 

and His Books.” Mr. Mathiews wants 
parents to recognize the boy just as he 
is, with all his irrepressible interest in 
dime novels; and then he shows parents 
how they can direct the boy’s reading- 
interests into the right channels. 


NE of the best things a Sunday- 
school can do for its teachers and 
officers is to install’ a library of 

books tor their special reading and 
pe ary we vs quite distinct from the schol- 
ars’ Sunday-school library. The Teach- 
er-Training Superintendent of. the Inter- 
national Sunday School Association will 
tell ‘‘ How to Start and Stock a Sunday- 
school Teachers’ Library.” 


N ADDITION to these stimulating 
articles on books and reading, the 
Times is planning to review editor- 

ially some two score recent books in 
this issue, not only in religion and Bible 
study, but also in such general fields as 
fiction, biography, and travel. 


HE Book Number of The Sunday 
School Times will also offer its 
readers an/opportunity to be in- 

formed as to the latest -publications of 
leading publishers, through the an- 
nouncements of their autumn and winter 
books that will appear in its advertis- 
ing columns. This brings a book-store, 
as it were, right into your own home. 


The Books and Reading 
Number of The Sunday School 
Times will be dated Nov. 22. 
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LESSON FOR NOV. 30 (Josh. 3 : 1-17; Psa. m4) 


( Continued from preceding page) 


the worth of your money. It has made wo 
happy instead of just one.” 

+* Well, that’s what I want to do,’’ said 
Tommy, promptly. ‘‘1 want to get fwice 
the ae Ph of my aati: * a 

Then Cousin Ethel went through the store 
with Tommy, and they bought a nice new 
crochet-needle for grandma, because she 
wanted one, and a lovely book-mark for 
mother, because mother had to put her book 
down so often when she tried to read, and a 
nice soft knife-case for father, so his knife 
wouldn’t wear holes in his pockets, and a 
pretty hair-ribbon for sister, because she was 
always losing hers. When they had done all 
this he still had ten cents left. 

‘Now you might get ten cents’ worth of 
chocolate drops for yourself if you like,’ 
said Cousin Ethel, who thought Tommy had 
been a very sensible boy. 

‘*Thank you, Cousin Ethel,’’ he replied 
promptly, ** but I think I like better to get 
twice what my money is worth, so we will 
take this ten cents and you and I will eat 
ice-cream together and that will be nicer.’’ 

Tommy told mother when he got home 
that his Christmas dollar had been the big- 
gest dollar he ever had in his life and the 
best one too, for he get twice what it was 
worth, and Tommy and all the family are 
still enjoying the dollar, 


SAN ANTONIO, TEX. 





For Family Worship 
By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 











November 24 to 30 


Mos.— Josh. 3: 7-17. Crossing the Jordan. 

The triumphs of life are not only-depend- 
ent upon faith, but upon obedience. God 
led Joshua by command, and exact and 
immediate obedience fulfilled man’s part. 
Joshua also. called the people near him and 
spoke to them the word of God before they 
advanced (see v. 9). ‘Thenufollow the 
words, ** Hereby ‘ye shall know.”’ 

Eternal and-all-powerful God, we thank 
thee thatin lif@s great problems thou’ dost 
guide us by natural and'-plain direc- 
tion, May we never fear the future, know- 
ing thou dost lead, and mav our faith help 
us obey thee with prompt and willing serv- 
ice. tn Chris?s name, Amen, 


Tues.—Psa. 114. Israel’s Deliverance. 
This Psalm calls to mind the wonderful 
might and power of God, and his control 











Works All Day 
And Studies at Night on Grape-Nuts Food 


Some of the world's great men have 
worked during the day and studied 
evenings to fit themselves for greater 
things. But it requires a good constitu- 
tion generally to do this. 

A Ga. man was able to keep it up with 
ease after he had learned the sustaining 
power of Grape-Nuts, although he had 

ailed in health before he changed his 
food supply. Hesays: 

‘Three years ago I had a severe at- 
tack of stomach trouble which left me 
unable to eat anything but bread and 
water. 

‘* The nervous strain at my office from 
6 A. M. to 6 P. M. and improper foods 
caused my health to fail rapidly. Cereal 
and so-called ‘‘ Foods” were tried with- 
out benefit until I saw Grape-Nuts men- 
tioned in the paper. 

‘*In hopeless desperation I tried this 
food and at once gained strength, flesh 
and appetite. I am now able to work 
all day at the office and study at night, 
without the nervous exhaustion that was 
usual before I tried Grape-Nuts. 

“It leaves me _ strengthened, re- 
freshed, satisfied ; nerves quieted and 
toned up, body and brain waste restored. 
I would have been a living skeleton, or 
more likely a dead one by this time, if it 
had not been for Grape-Nuts.”’ 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. Read ‘‘The Road to Well- 
ville,” in pkgs. ‘*There’s a Reason.” 


Ever read the above letter? Anew 
one appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 


over all nature. The ‘Jordan that was 
driven back’’ was the river that separated 
Israel from her promised possessions, but at 
God’s. command the r was removed as 
the waters filed. To serve and obey such a 
God means deliverance and victory. 

Our God and Father, may we ever follow 
thee and trust thee, no matter what may be 
before us. May we know that thou wilt 
never lead us to the waters of Jordan and 
bid us cross without making it possible as 
we obey. May belief and obedience become 
the habits of our lives as they grow together 
in our characters, For Jesus’ sake, Amen, 


Wed.—Josh. 4: 1-14. A Memorial Forever. 

In every life there is the hidden memorial, 
as well as that which is seen. The twelve 
stones carried from the river-bed to the dis- 
tant shore and set up for a permanent me- 
morial were visible, but the invisible memo- 
rial which Joshua placed in the midst of the 
river-bed was a silent, unseen memorial, 
Let us remember the unseen memorials: the 
prayers of loving mothers, the faith of hon- 
ored fathers, the devotion of Sunday-school 
teachers or pastors, 


Blessed Lord and Master, we would testify 
to thy great goodness by our lives, and daily 
call the world’s attention to thee by the im- 
movable reality of our faith and works, 
From the daily journeys of life we would 
bear with us memorials which may stand the 
test of time, and erect in the lives of others 
testimonials of thy guidance and power, For 
| thy names suke, Amten, 


Thurs,~-Josh. 4: 15-24. The Waters Return. : 
| ‘The hand that stayed Jordan is the hand that 
made Jordan-flow onward. ‘The miraculous 
is-no more wonderful than the usual work of 
God... The God who can create this marvel- 
ous world, with all its grandeur and law, is 
omnipotent not only because he can change, 
but because he can control his laws. 


Almighty and eternal God, we thank thee 
for thy sure ind tonstant laws, upon which 
we depend, ‘With’ reverence and holy fear 
we bow before thee, this Thanksgiving Day, 
and pray that we may ever honor and obey 
thy just tonimands, knowing ‘that thou hast 
made thy laws to bless ind ‘help mankind. 
Ln: thy blessed name) Amen, >" 

allan 34 tbeiboud one t 
Fri.—Psalm |107 « 1-46.,. God’s. Loyingkindness. 

This Psalm is one of meditation. It means 
much to think upon the mercies of our God ! 
Ts consider his great care and watchfulness. 
It quickens life’s testimonies, ‘* The re- 
deemed will say.so.’? When the cry of his 
children is heard, the Lord delivers. He 
also ‘‘ satisfieth the longing soul.’’ 

Our blessed Lord and Master, we are 
humbled before thee as we read this won- 
drous review of thy goodness. Thy patience, 
forgiveness, mercy, guidance, sympathy, de- 
liverance, and love are all revealed to us 
here. i\sMay we follow thee more closely day 
| by day that we may join the psalmist in 
| these words of heartfelt praise. Weask in 
Christ’s name. Amen, 


Sat.—Psa. 107 : 17-32. God’s Mighty Works. 

This Psalm is not only a review of God’s 
goodness and greatness ; it is alsoa prophecy. 
In the congregation as well as privately he 
is to be praised. He has turned the rivers 
into the wilderness until it literally blossoms 
as the rose, And there the hungry de dwell 
and prepare themselves a city. The right- 
eous do see it and rejoice. 


Our heavenly Father, we thank thee this 
blessed week of Thanksgiving that thou hast 
dealt so bountifully and beautifully with thy 
children. No good thing dost thou with- 
hold from them who walk uprightly. As our 
whole nation and the nations of the earth 
enjoy thy gracious gifts may we understand 
thy lovingkindness. We ask in Jesus’ name. 


Sun.—Psa. 107 : 33-43... God’s Providences. 

Dr. Maltbie Babcock used to say he could 
not understand why people had only one 
Thanksgiving Day, He believed in their 
having three hundred and sixty-four Thanks- 
giving Days, and only one. day to grumble. 
Who can read this One Hundred and Sev- 
enth Psalm and ever grumble again? We 
ought to commit this Psalm to memory. 

Gracious and loving Father, teach us the 
Joy and blessedness of appreciation and grat- 
itude. Thou hast filled our lives with good 
things, help us to honor thee with joy and 
thankspiving. Help us to make this Sabbath 
day a day of inward joy, that we may scat- 
ter happiness everywhere. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen. 
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Peloubet’s Uvsser Quarterlies 
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by return mail. 


iOooL ODF tt pense ‘trated 
8CH PG justrated. 
DUPLEX No. 13. — 





The Du Envelope System for the Church and the Robert Raikes Duplex for 
the 8 itael lained in “DUPLEX CHURCH OND AY 


DUPLEX-RICHMOND, VA. 


He Did Not Get the Original Duplex 


A Church Treasurer wrote us a few days ago: 


ND “The envelopes I ordered from you through-———re not 
lued properly, as:youcan:see by the one enclosed, Our Church 
‘ouncil thinks you ought to refund half the cost. The envelopes 
are not as-‘heavy, either, as your éamples were."’ 


The writer (whose name and address will be given on request) wanted the ori: i- 
nal Duplex and thought he was getting it. But the dealer substituted without 
letting him know, If yoworder through an agent specify DuPpLEX-RICHMOND, VA. 
Note the trade-mark. The original Duplex is absolutely guaranteed. If you find a 
defect of any kind, not half the cost, but the whole cost, will be refunded 


AND 8 
Write for a copy and for free 











tHE BEST WAY 








INDIVIDUAL 
COMMUNION SERVICE 


It is conceded that the individual 
communion cup is the t. 

Why not introduce it now? 

it is reverent. It is sanitary. 

The Service is chaste and beautiful. 

The quality of our Service is the 
‘inest on the market. 

Quality—not price—should determine 
your choice. 


Write for Iltustrated Price List 


INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE COMPANY 
1701-1703 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 








“Noiseless” Cushi 
Trays with a new Short 
Glass. Trays interlock. 
All glasses well spaced. 

utfits sent on trial. 
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B DIETZ 20° Manduinn st. Dept. Chisags 
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The Sunday School Times 


Philadelpnia, November 15, 1913 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
* second-class matter.” 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States and 
Canada, ‘These rates include postage : 


Tive or more copies, either to 
$1.00 senarate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, $1.00 each, per year, 


$1 50 One copy, or any number of 
° coviesJess than five, $1.50 each, 
per year. 


One copy, five years, $6.00, 
Free Copies One free copy addi- 


tional will be allowed 
for every ten copies paid for in @ club at the 
$1.00 rate. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES . 


The Sunday School ‘Times will be sent to any of the 
countries embraced in the Universai Postal Union at 
the following rate, which inciudes postage : 

One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 

Five or more copies, in a package to one address, 
5 shillings each. 

For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 21 
Warwick Lane, London, E.C., will receive yeariy or 
half-yeariy subscriptions at the above rate, the paper to 
be mailed direct from Phiiadeipnia to the subscribers. 
Mr. Downie can also suppiy tne other publications of 
he Sunday School ‘Times Company. 





The pater is not sent to any subscriber beyond the 
time paid for, except by spectal request. 

Enough copus of any one issue of the paper to 
enable ali ihe teachers of a school toexamine tt, will 
ve sent Jree upon application. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL Timgs Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadeiphis, Pa. 








‘A 





712 


ase 
and at the same 2 ome furnish real entertain- 
ment that wi! pale everybody. 
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oe 
Christmas 
Catalog is Ready 


A Treasure-land of Gifts, 
ranging from 25 cents to 
many dollars, and 1000 toys 
and games that cost little. 
Let the Children see the 
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Books Worth Noting 











How to Tell Stories to Children (By 
Sara Cone Bryant).—Although this is not a 
new book, yet it has proved so useful to 
teachers and mothers that a new notice of it 
is ha ga Few persons know what it is 


|| that makes a good story, or a well-told story, 


for children, ‘and yet most persons in close 
contact with little children like to indulge in 
the pleasures of the art. This little volume, 
to all such, will be found sane, sound, sensi- 
ble, and helpful. (Houghton Mifflin Co., $1.) 


The King’s Business (By Maud Wot- 
ring Raymond). Increased efficiency is the 
aim of the business world. In the latest 
text-book in the** United Study of Missions ”’ 
series, Mrs, Raymond takes up the task of 
adapting to the work of women’s missionary 
societies the methods being introduced by 
business men for increasing economy and 
efficiency in the great enterprises they are 
conducting. It. is a valuable book, and 
classes of leaders should be organized in 
every church to give it the careful and seri- 
ous study it deserves. (West Medford, 
Mass. :* Central Committee on the United 
Study of Missions, 50 cents cloth, 30 cents 
paper.) 

Missionary Explorers among the 
American Indians (By Mary Gay Hum- 
phreys).—No missionaries of the- Cross are 


have carried the gospel to the North Amer- 
ican Indians, and none have had careers 
more romantic and thrilling. Inthe sketches 
comprising this volume six famous workers 
among the Redmen are presented—John 
Eliot, Samson Occom (a native Indian), 
David Brainerd, Marcus Whitman, Stephen 
Riggs, and John Lewis Dyer. The work is 
well done} the information is reliable; and 


ners, $1.50 net.) 





pictures and be know 
what to selec mn 

Over 50 pages of our Gen- 
eral Winter Catalogare de- 
voted to Christmas sugges- 
tions. Ask for that, too. 

Both are free onrequest. 


Write us today: "Send 
Christmas Catalog No. 27." 


JOHN WANAMAKER, NewYork 














ATable to be Proud of 


Simple dishes have given many a house- 
wife fame among her friends for oetting © 
splendid table, How to live better, to live 
without wasting food, tu serve ap ——_ ng 
dishes made from “‘left-overs”’ ese are™ 
all possible if you have an __ 


DF we ae 


hen. It fhovs meat, fis fish, veg- 
i kinds of food, and makes pds- 
my in table expense. It is the 
per > with the chopping cut. 
» $1.75 Large Size, $2.50 
Pat a still lower-priced machine 
ee will be found 
Each machine ‘ is 
is noth- 


“jal at the price. 
Watr has both “ 

asian, Ask him _4@ 

to To ted the size 

you nee . 

Send 4c for our new cook 

book, “ 




















Housekee; 














DUPLICATING IS EASY! 


If you wish to copy uncopyrighted Sunday School 
Lessons, Music; etc., where from 3 to 50 exact re 
ductions are r uired, a nothing better and cheaper than 
the Rapid Du Write to-day 

R. Bensinger con ee Stone St., New York City. 


Relief Map of Palestine (size 5 feet by 
study.of.the to- 


g-feettoinches).—For. the 


torica 





nothing equal to a raised. map of the Holy 
Land; and this is the most available one for 
the minister or for the Bible. class. It is as 


can be accommodated in the study upon a 
table, the only way a relief map should ever 
be mounted, Then it is perhaps the first 
time that such a relief map has been brought 


witliin the reach of the pastor’s purse. ‘This 
map is equally-valuable for close work in the 
class-room or Sunday-school.’ For such work 
and for vivid sermon work this relief map is 
| worth a library full of commentaries, (Burgie 


Relief Map Establishment, Rochester, New 


more deserving of honor than those who, 


the life-stories of these great missionaties, as | | 
| given here, make fascinating reading. (Scrib- , 


pography of ‘Patestine and the scene of hie ia} 
events,—for the cultivation of that: 
historical imagination which sees things as | 
the biblical . writers. saw. them,—there ; is | 


large as is actually needed, and-as large as |: 
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(Lesson for November 30) NOV, 15, 1913 

This is the first ‘time in the 47 years’ history. of, the 

S. S. Scranton Co., known - everywhere as the ‘pioneer “A” $RO00 

and leader in reduced prices and phenomenal bargains 

in standard religious books, that we are able to present 

such extraordinary Bible value. We offer, for immediate 

or Christmas Delivery, ry Ro 
with its luminous red under Ate 
gold edges, beautifully clear, 
large type, about half the weight, thickness and bulk 
of the ordinary paper edition. Note the difference 
in the illustration. The India paper used in these 
goonive Bagster Bibles is the costhest, the thinnest, 

é whitest, the toughest, the most _epneee that the 

world's best mills can produce. as nearly 1200 
. pages; including a complete concordance, references 
and colored maps so indispensable to Teachers, Pas- 
tors, Superintendents, Bible Students, Evangelists 
and Christian Workers generally, but is onlv seven- 
eighths of an inch thick and weighs only, 19 ounces, 
Size of page 74x5%. Its superb silk-sewn, genuine 
Morocco leather binding is not only exquisitely beau- 
tiful, but it is protected by its 

because of which we ABSOLUTELY 

| GUARANTEE the binding not to break 

or crease and to outwear any other. 


for the Scholar, ‘leacher, Pastor, Superintendent or 
.Feeipient, but 
be a credit to the giver. 


‘Supremeimportance 


is Genuine ‘Bagster Bible must-not be confounded 
with the cheap imliations, eli timed to be. printed on 
“thin '’-paper or * Bible’: : ne and bound in s0- 
tealled  ‘‘leather."’ ‘Thin’ paper and ‘**. Bible’ 
paper are not the expensive INDIA paper on which 
this genuine Bagster Bible is printed. . The edition 
_is limited, and onlv when orders are sent ii promptly 
can we guarantee delivery before Christmas. Monry 
cheerfully refunded and delivery charges paid both 
ways if vou do not agree that this is the most extraor- 
dinary Bible value you ever saw. 


For 50c additional we will fur- 
Note. pish our Thumb index Edition and 
stamp name in pure gold on outside cover. 


The S..S. Scranton: Co., 82. Trumbull St., Hartford, Conn. 
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Sunday-School World 
TEACHERS 

For SUPERINTENDENTS 
“THE HOME 


Contains 


@ Helps on the Unison Lessons. 


q Contributed Articles by Specialists. 
@ Illustrations to clinch the Points. 


q Photographic reproductions of paintings of Bible:subjects principally by modern artists. 
Daily Home Readings—New Plan %.'siie"fomwaick ie Ponca are ch ngs 


comMENT Rev. F. B. Meyer Through the Bible Day by Day 








PUBLISHED 





48 PAGES. 


MONTHLY. Prices : TO SCHOOLS: 60 cents per copy per year when ordered 


TO INDIVIDUAL SUBSCRIBERS: 75 cents per year. 





in clubs’ of three or more copies sent to ome address. 











s Send your order NOW for the year 1914, and you will receive 
Special Offer to You free the issues for the months of November and December, 1913 


Specimen copy is yours for the asking. A Club Subscription Solicitor wanted in every Sunday-school. 
| American Sunday-School Union, ~«* - 


1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 











